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Low Cost hosting for your web site

...AS LOW AS $4.95/MO.
locally owned ~ www.MittenHosting.com

1-800-New-Phone

(800-639-7466)

The Cellular Connection

Your local Verizon headquarters in

Charlevoix, Petoskey and Bellaire

Play

Ball
Look inside this

week’s issue
for season

schedules and
team previews
of area varsity
Baseball and

softball Teams!

By Jim Akans

While it’s certainly fun search-

ing for Easter eggs at home, kids

can also join their friends in mak-

ing gathering eggs a group activ-

ity during several community

Easter egg hunts being held this

Saturday.  Here is a listing of

where and when some of  those

events will be taking place;

Boyne City; Young State Park

hosts children from ages one to 10

for an egg hunt at 11 am on Satur-

day, April 7th, in the day use park-

ing area. Parents and friends can

enjoy a bonfire, hot cocoa and

cookies while the kids hunt for

eggs. This event is free, but vehi-

cles must have a recreation pass-

port, which can be obtained at the

park for $10. Info: 231-582-7523.

Also on: April 7th, The Commu-

nity Church of  Christ will host an

Easter Egg Hunt from 2 to 4 pm at

the church located at 777 Vogel

Street. The church will also have

an Easter Breakfast at 9:30 am on

Easter Sunday (April 8), followed

by Easter Worship Service at 11

am. 

Charlevoix; The Easter

bunny is coming to town on Satur-

day, April 7th to help celebrate the

21st Annual Easter Egg Hunt. The

Easter Egg Hunt will take place at

2 pm at East Park in downtown

Charlevoix and is free for children

up to 10 years old. The Easter Egg

Hunt divides children into four

age groups including, 2 years old

and under, 3-4 years, 5-6 years and

7-10 years. The hunt is sponsored

by Northwestern Bank and will in-

clude 4000 eggs filled with Kilwin’s

candy and various other prizes. So

bring your Easter egg basket and

be sure to arrive ready at 2:00 p.m.

sharp so you don’t miss out!

You may want to energize for the

Easter Egg Hunt with the Bunny

Luncheon being offered from 11

am to 1:30 pm at Stafford’s Weath-

ervane Restaurant. Enjoy a deli-

cious meal with your family, then

get your picture taken with the

Easter Bunny, compliments of  Pic-

ture This. Please call (231) 547-4311

for reservations.

east Jordan; The Lions

Club will host an Easter Party at

the East Jordan High School Gym

starting at 10 am on Saturday,

April 7th.   While there won’t be an

actual egg hunt at the event, there

will be lots of  exciting games for

the kids, candy prizes, and even a

bike give-away!

Easter Egg Hunts offered in several area communities

CouRTESy PhoTo

By Jim Akans

Tickets are now on sale for the

2012 Miss East Jordan Scholar-

ship Pageant, to be held on Satur-

day, April 21st at the East Jordan

High School Gymnasium.  The an-

nual pageant, now in its 24th year,

is open to any East Jordan area

girl between the ages of  17 and 19

with a grade point average of  3.0

or higher, and each contestant

will receive some level of  scholar-

ship award.

“This is not a beauty pageant,”

notes Miss East Jordan Board

Member, Patti Tisron, who has

been involved with this annual

event since the beginning.  “This

is first and foremost a scholarship

pageant.  I started the event with

Nancy Sherman after we attended

a similar pageant in another

town, which was smaller than

East Jordan, so we thought we

could organize something like

that here.  We have always limited

the number of  contestants to a

maximum of  nine, and we have

senior boys serve as escorts dur-

ing the evening, and award two

scholarships to boys as well.”

This years contestants will par-

ticipate in several segments, in-

cluding talent, casual modeling

along with a short speech on a

subject the judges provide, a for-

Tickets now on sale for 2012 Miss East Jordan Scholarship Pageant

PhoTo CouRTESy of ALySSA PiEChoCKi - MiSS EAST JoRDAN SChoLARShiP PAGEANT BoARD of DiRECToRS

The contestants vying for the 2012 Miss EJ titles are; (from left) Sarah Dehaan, Shelby Elzinga, Calli Kujat, Jordyn
Bacchus, Rachel Neal, Samantha Gardner, Lissa Vincent, Martina Peterson, Emily Crick.

See  Miss East Jordan Pageant—5A

See  Funding—2A

The hunT is On! By Dave Baragrey

East Jordan – At the City

Commission meeting Tues-

day night the East Jordan

City Commission discussed

a plan to help city residents

fund improvements to the

exteriors of  their homes.

The city finance commit-

tee presented the budget for

the upcoming fiscal year.

During the discussion, fi-

nance committee member,

Commissioner Tony Cutler

introduced a plan to help

homeowners fund improve-

ments to the exteriors of

their homes. Though still in

the discussion and planning

stages, the plan would fund

improvements for city home

owners to the roof, siding

and facades of  their homes.

The idea of  the plan is to im-

prove the look of  the homes

within the city. 

Cutler said. “Of  course,

there would be eligibility re-

quirements that may be

based on the quality of  the

home, how long the resident

has lived in the city and that

it is a principal residence.”

He went on to explain that

there may be other require-

ments but that the commit-

tee and the city commission

would continue to look at the

plan and find a way to make

this work.  “This would in

all likelihood be a reim-

bursement plan,” Cutler

said, “and may require an

City Commission
Looks at Funding
Exterior Improvements
of Residences



Several Charlevoix

County News readers

called our bluff, spotting a

few April Fools Day arti-

cles located throughout

last week’s edition. The

April Fools edition has be-

come an annual tradition

at this, and many newspa-

pers throughout the coun-

try each year.  The inclu-

sion of  those fictitious fea-

tures is intended to

celebrate the spirit of

April Fools Day, and we

apologize if  they inspired

any undue concern on the

part of  the reader.  

Just in case you missed

the edition, or weren’t

sure about the validity of

one or two of  the articles,

the following features

were purely presented to

honor the traditions of

April Fools Day;

- Presidential election

postponed!

- Warning: Bearsquatch

is back in area!

- Northern Michigan’s

newest cash crop; cotton?

The Charlevoix County

News continues to provide

the most accurate cover-

age of  news, sports and

events in the Charlevoix

County area…at least

until next April 1st!

Readers spot “April Fools Day” articles in last week’s edition

B. J. Conley

Former City of  Charlevoix

police chief  and past presi-

dent of  the Charlevoix Public

School board of  education

Dennis Halverson is a candi-

date for the county board of

commissioners.

Halverson would represent

the newly created district

that includes the City of

Charlevoix and Charlevoix

Township. He was the longest

serving Chief  of  Police in the

state of  Michigan. Some

highlights of  his career are

that he is a graduate of  the

160th session of  the FBI Na-

tional Academy; he was one

of  600 police officers nation-

wide to assist in security at

the 2002 Winter Olympics in

Salt Lake City and he coordi-

nated the Michigan investiga-

tion into the homicide of  Jon

Benet Ramsey. 

Halverson currently works

with the Charlevoix-Emmet

Intermediate School District.

His work includes assisting

area school districts with

emergency planning and

training.

Halverson advocates the

state idea of  partnerships

among local governments. He

lives in Charlevoix with his

wife, Joy, and has two grown

children.

“My family supports my in-

volvement in local govern-

ment. My wife has always

supported me.”

Former Police Chief runs for county commission seat

CALL (231) 330-8062
FAX (888) 854-7441

EMAIL: NEWS@CHARLEVOIXCOUNTYNEWS.COMLocalNews
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COUNTY
RECORDS
DiSTRiCT CouRT
The following cases were re-

cently decided in the 90th Dis-

trict Court for the County of

Charlevoix:

Derek Charles Turbull, 35,
Boyne City.  Driving while im-
paired. Sentenced to pay
$775 in fines and costs and to
36 days in jail with credit for
one day for credit, 30 days
held in abeyance with credit
for one day, 30 days held in
abeyance, five days of com-
munity service work.

Morganne Rene Moody,
19, Boyne City. Minor in pos-
session of alcohol. Sentenced
to pay $250 in fines and costs
and to 30 days hours of com-
munity service work.

Douglas James Camp-
bell, 14, Beaver Island. Minor
purchasing alcohol. Sen-
tenced to pay $250 in fines
and costs and to 30 hours of
community service work.

Cassey Dale Sirmons, 31,
Boyne City. Domestic vio-
lence. Sentenced to pay $500
in fines and costs and to 93
days in jail with credit for two
days, serve 91 days.

Robert Edward Lee, 58,
Vanderbilt.  Assault and bat-
tery . Sentenced to pay $800
in fines and costs and to 93
days in jail with credit for three
days, serve seven days, 83
days held in abeyance and to
one year on probation.

Michael Jay Smith, 58,
Boyne City. Possession of
marijuana. Sentenced to pay
$700 in fines and costs and to
180 days in jail, serve 10 days
on work release, 160 days on
a monitor, 10 days of commu-
nity service work and nine
months on probation.

MARRiAGE LiCENSES
The following people have re-

cently filed for marriage li-

censes with the County of

Charlevoix:

Kevin Michel Kemp, 52,
Charlevoix and Candith Louise
Jacquith, 53, Charlevoix,

David Jay Roskamp 57,
Kentwood and Deborah Marie
Des Rochers, 50 East Jordan.

Thomaa Paul Lewandwski,
46, Beaver Island and Veron-
ica Lynn Bigelow, 38, Beaver
Island.                 

ASSuMED NAMES:
The following businesses re-

cently filed with the

Charlevoix County Clerk's

office for an assumed name

for doing business:

Simply North 1597Lalonde
Road, East Jordan by Marilyn
Sinclair.

Buy Local 231, 209 Elm St.
Charlevoix, 209 Elm St.,
Charlevoix by Laurie Lesser
Hodgson.

Artistric Creation 1207
Bridge St., by Robert Harmon.

Totally Todd, 2757 Vance
Road, East Jordan by Todd
Hart V.

Wright Services, 2505 Se-
qunota, East Jordan by Kyle
Wright.

K & L Marine of Machine,
01855 Jenkins Road by Kyle
Robert Lockman.

Charlevoix
Actual Services, 188 N.

Ranney Road, East Jordan by
Wilson Christner.

Mielke Insurance Inc,
JPW Services, 5607 Maple

Hill Road, Petoskey by Joseph
P Wonnacott.

Swim to You/Equestrian
Closer, 5 West Main Stl, 

CHX COUNTY
SHERIFF’S DEPT.
March 26-April 1, 2012
911 Hang Up Call ................2

Abandoned Vehicle..............1

Abuse ..................................1

Alarm ...................................5

Animal Complaint ..............13

Annoyance...........................1

Assault .................................0

Assist Citizen .......................1

Assist Motorist.....................2

Assist Other Agency ............8

Attempt to Locate................0

Attempted Suicide...............0

Bank Alarm ..........................0

Boating Accident .................0

Boating Violation .................0

Breaking & Entering.............0

record temps
Day..........Avg. high........Avg. Low................Record high..............Record Low

4/5.............52°F...........28°F ..........79°F (2005)..........2°F (1982)

4/6.............52°F...........29°F ..........78°F (2005) ........-6°F (2003)

4/7.............53°F...........29°F ..........82°F (1991) ........-2°F (1982)

4/8.............53°F...........30°F ..........81°F (1991)..........0°F (1972)

4/9.............54°F...........30°F ..........70°F (1987)..........5°F (1972)

4/10...........55°F...........31°F ..........78°F (1977)........12°F (1989)

4/11...........55°F...........31°F ..........79°F (1977)..........8°F (1973)w
ea

th
er
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2010-11 Amount  2011-12 Amount

Atlanta 4/4/2011........56.7    4/2/2011 ..........57.9

Charlevoix 4/4/2011....... 80.2    4/2/2011 ..........47.4

East Jordan 4/4/2011........98.1 4/2/2011 ..........72.2

Gaylord 4/4/2011..... 117.2 4/2/2011 ..........99.5

Mio 4/4/2011........56.6     4/2/2011 ......... 50.2

Onaway 4/4/2011........61.8    4/2/2011 ..........65.2

Petoskey 4/4/2011........89.3   4/2/2011 ..........73.8

snowfall

Car/Deer Accident ...............7

Citations Issued...................8

Civil Complaint ....................2

Criminal Sexual Conduct.....0

Death ...................................0

Disorderly Person ................0

Disturbance .........................2

DNR Complaint....................1

Domestic Dispute ................1

Driving Complaint ................2

Fireworks Complaint............0

Found Property....................2

Fraud ...................................0

Health & Safety....................2

Hit & Run .............................0

Intoxicated Person ..............0

Juvenile................................1

Larceny ................................5

Lockout................................3

Lost Property .......................0

Malicious Destruction of

Property ...............................1

Mental Subject ....................0

Minor In Possession ............1

Miscellaneous Criminal........0

Missing Person ....................0

Noise Complaint ..................2

Operating Under the Influence ...0

Paper Service ......................9

Parking Violation..................0

Personal Injury Accident......0

Personal Protection Order ...0

Private Property Accident....0

Property Check....................0

Property Damage Accident .2

Prowler ................................0

Road Hazard........................0

Stalking................................0

Suspicious Situation..........13

Threat ..................................0

Traffic Stop ........................42

Trespassing..........................1

Unknown Accident ..............0

Unlawful Driving Away of Au-

tomobile...............................0

Vehicle in the Ditch ..............0

Violation of Controlled Sub-

stance Act............................2
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Dale halverson

oversight board and of

course a cap on the fund.”

City Commissioner,

Mark Penzien commented,

“This plan has value to

both the home owners and

people throughout the city.

It could help improve the

property values through-

out the entire town.”

In other budget discus-

sion the commission con-

sidered a plan to hire part

time officers to help the

city police department in-

stead of  paying overtime to

current full-

time officers. 

In other busi-

ness, the city

commission is

considering the

purchase of

tablets or laptop

computers that

could be used

during the

meetings for

commissioners

to review docu-

ments under

consideration

during the

agenda instead

of  printing the hundreds of

pages of  needed to review

for each meeting. The com-

mission also considered a

resolution to pay off  bonds

early for the water

and sewer resulting

in a reduction in res-

ident’s water and

sewer bills.

Long time resi-

dent, Bernie Ham-

mond addressed the

commission about a

millage question that

passed in 1969 to

keep .5 mill aside for

the purchase of

trucks and equip-

ment for the city fire

department. The

commission will

have the city attor-

ney look at this and report

at the next meeting.

fROm PAge 1

funding

East Jordan City Commissioner, Tony Cutler presented a

plan to help city residents fund improvements to their

homes.

PhoTo By DAVE BARAGREy



A weekly compilation of selected bills, resolutions and actions of the House and Senate in the 
state Legislature. To see more detail contact www.legislature.mi.gov/

State OF MIChIgan CaPItOl BuIlDIng
PhOTOGRAPhER: BRIAN ChARLES WATSON
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hr 0192: Introduced by Rep. Bruce

Caswell on Feb. 22, 2011. This bill

would amend the Revised Judicature

Act to provide that indebtedness

should be deducted from the value of

in the of  the estate.

statUs: Referred to committee on

Judiciary.

sB 1033: Introduced by Sen. Vincent

Gregory on March 21, 2012. Allows for

specialty plates to recognize women

veterans. 

statUs: Referred to committee on

transportation.

hB 5505: Introduced by Rep. Mark

Meadows on March 21, 2012.  A bill

that would promote buy Michigan

first program to encourage the pur-

chase of  agricultural products from

farms within this state.

statUs: Referred to Committee on

Appropriations.

hB 5506: Introduced by Mark Mead-

ows on March 21, 2012. A bill to estab-

lish a grant program, for the

purchase of  local products by

schools.

statUs: Referred to Committee on

Appropriation.

Compiled by B. .J. Conley

04-02-12

Classic Instruments in Boyne City

designs and manufactures instru-

mentation products and accessories

for automotive, recreational, and

marine markets. They offer catalog

products that include round gauges

and direct fit kits for popular hot

rod vehicles as well as award win-

ning custom instruments, both

retrofits and custom design. The

company is constantly innovating

new products for the hot rod indus-

try. They were named to Inc 500’s

“Top 5000 America’s Fastest Grow-

ing Private Companies” list for mul-

tiple years in a row, and are a

member of  the 2010 class of  “Michi-

gan 50 Companies to Watch”. The

company has grown immensely over

the past few years, so much in fact

that they are moving locations!

They purchased the building at

826 Moll Drive in Boyne City’s in-

dustrial park. Significant changes to

the interior reflect Classic Instru-

ments personality. By the end of

March, they will have new carpet,

paint and office furniture. The move

will take place in three phases, the

first being the sales department,

marketing department and techni-

cal support in early April. That ini-

tial move will be followed by the

machine shop and customs depart-

ment in May. Once the machine shop

and engineering department are

moved, efficiency improvements

and line design will begin to prepare

for moving the production line.

Many changes are in process to help

them be more efficient and further

improve their product quality, in-

cluding a new state of  the art cali-

bration station.

This move will help improve their

manufacturing process and organi-

zation. The building gives them

space to work efficiently in each de-

partment, yet still remain a tight

knit company. Classic Instruments

is excited and they invite everyone

to tour their new facility!

Classic Instruments contracted

the remodeling through local car-

penter, Cliff  Parker.

To learn more about Classic In-

struments visit: classicinstru-

ments.com.

Classic instruments in Boyne City expands to new Location!

New Classic instruments’ facility in the Boyne City Air industrial Park

Remodeled office space will reflect the company’s  personality.

CouRTESy PhoTo

CouRTESy PhoTo

Shannon Fender has been

hired to serve as the Ellsworth

Farmers Market “Market Mas-

ter”. Fender recently attended

the Michigan Farmers Market

Association “Boot Camp” con-

ference in Lansing for two days

of  training, classes and net-

working on signage, vendor li-

censing, market development

and community involvement.

She is currently working with

the Ellsworth High School Agri-

cultural Class students to in-

volve them with the market

development and to help out

throughout the summer events.

New banners and marketing

promotional materials are being

developed to help increase ven-

dors and customers to the event. 

The vision for the “new”

Ellsworth Farmer’s Market is to

create a signature event for the

community that will offer local

vegetables, fruits, crafts and ei-

ther music or a theme night

such as Kids Night, Health

Awareness Night or Master

Gardner Night. Individuals and

families are being encouraged

to come to the market and plan

on spending the evening shop-

ping, enjoying music and activi-

ties in Ellsworth.

When asked about her new

position and thoughts regarding

the market, Fender commented,

“I feel that with the support of

the Village, the school and the

community, the Ellsworth

Farmer’s Market will become a

major event on the Breezeway

for the Village of  Ellsworth and

local producers and crafters. I

am looking forward to a fun-

filled summer of  Tuesday

evenings.”

The Northwest Michigan

Council of  Governments pro-

vided a grant to the Village of

Ellsworth to fund the Market

Master position this year and to

develop a successful business

market plan that will ensure the

future of  this community event.

The “new” 2012 Ellsworth

Farmer’s Market promises to

offer a summer schedule of

great produce, products and

events that will showcase the

many agricultural and hand-

crafted amenities in the area.

The market is the only evening

farmer’s market in the region,

held Tuesday evenings from 5:00

PM – 7:00 PM beginning June

12, 2012 on C-48 “The Breeze-

way” at the corner of  Church

Street and Main Street.

A new face and a facelift for the
ellsworth farmer’s market

Shannon fender has been hired to serve as the
Ellsworth farmers Market “Market Master”.
CouRTESy PhoTo

By Jim Akans

It’s the perfect place to

shop for Easter treats.

The Alpine Chocolat

Haus offers a delicious

array of  handmade

chocolates, caramel

corn, and tasty caramel

apples and more…just

the ticket for making

sure baskets are brim-

ming with delightful

goodies this coming

Easter Sunday.

The sweet, inviting

aroma of  freshly made

chocolate confections

immerses the senses

upon entering the

Alpine Chocolat Haus in

downtown Gaylord or

Boyne City.  Spread out

before the defenseless

shopper awaits a vast as-

sortment of  handmade

dark, milk and white

chocolate truffles,

creams, clusters,

caramels…chocolate

covered fruits, pretzels,

potato chips…potato

chips?!

“Chocolate covered potato chips are our number

one seller,” observes owner, entrepreneur and Choco-

latmeister, Bruce Brown.  “It is a combination of

sweet and salty flavor that once you try, it’s very hard

to resist.”

Bruce Brown has been churning out chocolate

treasures and assorted other confections in down-

town Gaylord since opening his shop on Pearl Harbor

Day back in 1985.  Born and raised in Sault Ste.

Marie, Michigan, he had spent eight years as an as-

sistant manager for a F.W. Woolworth store in that

Upper Peninsula community before moving to Gay-

lord.

Bruce recalls, “I heard there was a chocolate store

for sale in Gaylord and ended up purchasing it.  At

that time the chocolate was purchased from a down-

state vendor.  The problem was, people would travel

to Gaylord from downstate and they wanted to buy

something that was truly from northern Michigan.”

A short while later, Bruce met “Katie,” his mentor

in the art of  chocolate making. For nearly forty years

prior, Katie and her husband had been chocolate

makers extraordinaire, and now she was prepare to

share those tantalizing recipes and preparation se-

crets.

“She also knew where we could buy equipment to

make those chocolates,” Bruce states, “though we

didn’t think we could afford it.  Amazingly, she said

she didn’t want to charge for her assistance.  If  it

wasn’t for Katie, we wouldn’t be here today.”

Over the next three decades, the Alpine Chocolat

Haus expanded from producing delicious treats using

that initial equipment, capable of  producing about

sixty pounds of  chocolate a day, to utilizing a pair of

much larger machines capable of  making up to 600

pounds of  chocolate in a day.

Bruce Brown’s heartfelt passion for supporting

community organizations, such as the Gaylord Little

League, Community Schools, and the United Way is

deeply rooted in his family’s experience while he was

growing up in Sault Ste Marie.  

His father worked at Algoma Steel across the

bridge in Sault Ste Marie, Canada.  When Bruce was

ten years old, his dad became seriously ill with dia-

betes, resulting in series of  several operations on his

feet, which eventually led to the amputation of  both

legs below the knee. The community rallied around

the distraught family, holding a spaghetti dinner that

earned enough proceeds to pay a substantial portion

of  their outstanding medical bills.

Bruce relates.  “The way that community came to-

gether to help my family is something I will never

forget.  I learned first hand how a community can

help and I think the support I give today is my way of

continuing to pay that back.”

The community has also helped to keep the mar-

velous assortment of  delectable goodies offered by

the Alpine Chocolat Haus flowing for over a quarter

of  a century, both by their continued patronage of

the establishment, and in assistance early on from

the local business community.

“There were times in those early years,” Bruce

states, “when we struggled to keep going.  One time

when we desperately needed a loan, the bank and

their board of  local businesspeople came through in

approving us.  If  it wasn’t for that, we would have

closed our doors a long time ago.  It’s so very impor-

tant when local people help each other by buying lo-

cally…as it keeps their hard-earned money in their

own community.”

Charles M. Schultz once wrote for the character

Lucy in his wildly famous Peanuts cartoon series

that “All you need is love…but a little chocolate now

and then doesn’t hurt.”  The love of  chocolate is alive

and well at the Alpine Chocolat Haus. 

For more information to become a vendor,

or performer, contact Shannon Fender at

(231) 536-7351,  (231) 536-7952 or you can e-mail

Shannon at

ellsworthfarmersmarket@yahoo.com.

T R A C K I N G  L E G I S L A T I O N

Easter treats are sweet 
at Alpine Chocolat Haus 

The Alpine Chocolat haus
offers a delicious array of
handmade chocolates,
caramel corn, and tasty
caramel apples and
more…just the ticket for
making sure baskets are
brimming with delightful
goodies this coming
Easter Sunday.  

PhoTo By JiM AKANS 
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wear presentation, and

there are also individual

interviews with the

judges.  The director for

this year’s pageant is

Angie Nachazel.

At the end of  the

evening, each contestant

will

receive some level of

scholarship award.  The

proud recipient of  the 2012

Miss East Jordan title will

receive a $1,500 scholar-

ship along with several

prizes, the First Runner-

up will receive a $1,000

scholarship, Second Run-

ner-up an $800 scholar-

ship, and the remaining

contestants will each re-

ceive a $600 scholarship.

“After all these years

being involved with the

pageant,” Tisron reflects,

“I still absolutely love

being a part of  it.  It’s

great to work with these

girls and be able to offer

these scholarships.  This

event is always the talk of

town in East Jordan each

year.  We only sell up to

500 tickets, and it is a sell

out every year.”

So don’t wait to pur-

chase a ticket or you

might miss out. Tickets,

which are $8 each, are

available from any of  this

year’s contestants, and are

also available at the EJ

Shop and Esson Hair

Salon.  

Miss East Jordan Pageant
COnTinueD fROm PAge 1

The East Jordan Free-

dom Festival Board of  Di-

rectors has officially added

another day of  activities to

the schedule of  events.

The 2012 Freedom Festival

will kick off  on Wednesday,

June 13 at 5:00 PM with

Olde Fashioned Kids’

Games in downtown East

Jordan.  A range of  games

including Saw Dust Search,

Bean Bag Toss, Balloon

Toss, plus much more will

be offered.  The games will

be followed by a Wii - Just

Dance Competition in the

band shell at 7:00 PM. The

dance competition is open

to all ages and the winner

will take home the Wii

Gaming System and a Just

Dance game. 

The evening events move

to Gemini Lanes on Main

Street at 9:00 PM for Glo

Bowling. Early sign-up is

encouraged as there is lim-

ited space –Bowlers will

need to wear bowling shoes

and they can be rented

from Gemini Lanes for $1

and the cost per game will

be $1. Bowlers will bowl 2

games and prizes will be

awarded throughout the

event. 

The Freedom Festival

runs June 13th through

June 17th in East Jordan

with activities for the en-

tire family. Visit the web-

site at

www.eastjordanfreedom-

festival.org or call The East

Jordan Area Chamber of

Commerce Office at 231-

536-7351 for a complete list-

ing of  events or for more

information.

2012 East Jordan Freedom
Festival to add additional dayFor over thirty years, Crooked

Tree Arts Center has been showcas-

ing the art of  area students in the

Charlevoix-Emmet County School

District through the annual Youth

Arts Festival.  Beginning Saturday

April 21, the 2012 Youth Arts Festival

kicks off  with the public opening of

the Youth Arts Show in the galleries

at CTAC from 2:00pm to 4:00pm. All

events are free and open to the pub-

lic. Exciting Festival programming

for this year includes:

         Tuesday April 10, 9:00am -

Friday April 20, 5:00pm: Young Writ-

ers Juried Expo Submissions ac-

cepted, online www.crookedtree.org

         Saturday April 21, 2:00pm-

4:00pm: Public Opening Youth Art

Show exhibits, CTAC galleries

         Saturday April 21, 10:30am:

Portfolio reviews begin with Kendall

College of  Art and Design, CTAC Vi-

sual Arts Room (sign-up sheets

begin at 10am)

         Saturday April 28, 1:30pm-

3:30pm: Youth Collage Performance,

CTAC Ross Stoakes Theatre

         Friday May 4: Winning

Young Writers Expo entries pub-

lished, Petoskey News-Review

         Saturday May 5, 2:00pm-

4:00pm: Young Writers Awards Cere-

mony, CTAC Edith Gilbert Gallery

         Saturday May 12: Final day

of  Youth Arts Show exhibit, CTAC

galleries

Crooked Tree Arts Center will

again be working with the Kendall

College of  Art and Design to offer

scholarships to high school students

interested in attending

Kendall. These scholarships are in-

tended to offset the cost of  tuition.

Kendall College of  Art and Design

will offer portfolio reviews begin-

ning at 10:30 am in the Visual Arts

room, in the basement of  CTAC. Stu-

dents can sign up outside the Visual

Arts room door beginning at 10 am

when the building opens.

A new addition to the Youth Arts

Festival this year is the Youth Col-

lage Performance, scheduled from

1:30-3:30 p.m. Saturday April 28. The

performance will feature Crooked

Tree Arts Center’s Jazz Band,

Strings students, and dancers, Little

Traverse Youth Choir, and Acting Up

– A Teen Improv’ Group. Each of  the

performing groups will be show-

cased in a round-robin arrangement.

“Bringing together students from

the different youth arts groups to be

showcased in one performance is an

exciting idea. It will be a treat for

the students to be able to see other

youth groups perform and it will be

especially impressive for the audi-

ence to see the variety and depth of

talent in our communities’ young

performers,” stated Crooked Tree

Arts Center staff  member and 21st

Century Arts Program Coordinator

Marty Samson.

For all the young writers in the

area CTAC, in conjunction with the

Petoskey News-Review, is hosting

the 10th Annual Young Writers Ju-

ried Exposition. Elementary, middle

and high school writers in the

Charlevoix-Emmet ISD, or home

school students in Charlevoix or

Emmet Counties, are invited to sub-

mit one work of  poetry, prose, or one

of  both.  

Saturday, May 5 at 2:00 pm, the

Young Writers Expo awards recep-

tion will be presented in Crooked

Tree Arts Center’s Edith Gilbert

Gallery. Refreshments will highlight

the work of  Boyne City Culinary

Arts students.  All winning young

authors will receive a writing jour-

nal and have an opportunity to read

their work publicly. High School

winners receive monetary prizes: 1st

place - $75, 2nd place - $50, and 3rd

place - $25.  

“One of  the best ways to develop

literary skills for a young author is

to share his or her work publicly.

From putting their ideas on paper to

seeing their work published in the

newspaper, the Young Writers Expo

gives children and teenagers in the

community an opportunity to expe-

rience the writing process from be-

ginning to end.”, states Megan

DeWindt, Crooked Tree’s coordina-

tor for the program.  

An invitation is currently open to

all area teachers and home school

families to involve their students in

the program. All work must be sub-

mitted by a parent or teacher on-line

through Crooked Tree’s website,

www.crookedtree.org from 9:00 AM

on Tuesday, April 10 through 5:00

PM on Friday, April 20. For writing

requirements and more details

about the Young Writers Juried Ex-

position, please visit

www.crookedtree.org or contact

Megan DeWindt at Crooked Tree

Arts Center, 231 347-4337.

With all the great events, now is

the time to save the date and cele-

brate the work of  our area student

artists at Crooked Tree Arts Center.

More festival information can be

found at www.crookedtree.org.

With all the great events, now is

the time to save the date and cele-

brate the work of  our area student

artists at Crooked Tree Arts Center.

Annual Youth Arts festival begins at
Crooked Tree Arts Center

The NOrthern Michigan

Astronomy Club (NOMAC),

which meets the first

Thursday of  every month,

is hosting a talk at Raven

Hill Discovery Center on

April 5 at 7:30 PM.  The

guest speaker will be David

Rodgers, Professor

of Chemistry and Earth

Sciences, North

Central Michigan College,

Petoskey, Michigan.  His

talk is titled “A Sense of

Scale”, which puts into per-

spective the vast distances

of  space and time.  Rodgers

will take about 20 minutes

at the beginning, while

there is still daylight, to do

an outdoor demonstration

of  “The Thousand-Yard

Model”, more popularly

called, “The Earth Is A Pep-

percorn”. The weather is

forecast to be beautiful and

this demonstration will get

everyone thinking about

the enormous distances in-

volved just in our own solar

system. The group will

then move back inside for

the remainder of  the pro-

gram.

After the indoor pro-

gram, those interested will

move out to the Center’s

Moon Base to view the

night sky through the Cen-

ter’s 16-inch reflecting tele-

scope, if  the weather

permits.  Anyone inter-

ested in learning more

about telescopes & astron-

omy and exploring our uni-

verse is welcome to attend.

Attendees are also invited

to bring their own tele-

scopes. . Raven Hill has one

of  the best observing sites

in all Michigan with its

dark sky and low horizons.

Call 231.536.3369 or go to

NOMAC’s web site at

www.nomac.net for more

information. 

Whether you are a job

seeker looking for re-

sources to land a new job,

a parent looking for free

activities for children, a

student searching for

your next favorite book,

or a spot to meet a friend,

you belong @ your library.

Today’s libraries help

level the playing field by

making both print and

digital information afford-

able, available and acces-

sible to all people.

Libraries provide cultural

heritage and genealogical

collections, materials in

print and electronic for-

mats, job seeking re-

sources, and many

creative and resourceful

programs.

Libraries have histori-

cally served as our na-

tion’s great equalizers of

knowledge. The strength

of  libraries has always

been the diversity of  their

collections and commit-

ment to serving all people.

This National Library

Week, join our nation’s li-

braries and librarians by

celebrating the place

where we all belong. 

“Today’s libraries pro-

vide a wide range of  op-

portunities for people

with diverse needs and in-

terests,” says Valerie Mey-

erson, Library Director at

the Charlevoix Public Li-

brary.  “That means pro-

viding their communities

with tailor made collec-

tions,  services and pro-

grams for all people in the

community.” 

First sponsored in 1958,

National Library Week is

a national observance

sponsored by the Ameri-

can Library Association

(ALA) and libraries

across the country each

April.  

For more information

and to find out what’s hap-

pening during National

Library Week, visit one of

the many local libraries

in the area: Boyne Dis-

trict Library at

www.boynelibrary.org,

Charlevoix Public Library

at www.charlevoixli-

brary.org , Crooked Tree

District Library at

www.crookedtreelibrary.o

rg , or Jordan Valley Dis-

trict Library at

www.jvdl.info.

A Sense of Scale

You belong at your library
this National Library Week,

April 8-14

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE:
Wills • Living Wills • Powers of Attorney • Trusts • Probate

Deeds • Land Contracts • Easements • Leases
Real Estate Cases • Family Law • Employment Law

Business and Corporate Law • Contracts
Construction Cases • Civil and Criminal Cases

203 Mason St., Charlevoix, MI • 231-547-0099 • esmith@upnorthlaw.com

Eugene W. Smith 
Attorney at Law

Young, Graham, Elsenheimer & Wendling, P.C.



April 5, 2012                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Charlevoix County News • Page 5A

ONLINE AT WWW.CHARLEVOIXCOUNTYNEWS.COMArts, Dining & Events

O’BRIEN’S
RESTAURANT
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320 S. Morenci Ave.
(On M-33-Main Street), Mio
LOCATED at the “SONGBIRD MOTEL”

Reservations Greatly Appreciated

CLOSED SUNDAY, MONDAY & TUESDAY
BBuutt WWee WWiillll BBee OOppeenn oonn EEaasstteerr,,
MMootthheerr’’ss DDaayy && FFaatthheerr’’ss DDaayy

OOPPEENN OONN
EEAASSTTEERR SSUUNNDDAAYY
NNOOOONN ttoo 44::0000PPMM

OPEN WED, THURS,
FRI & SAT. 5PM-8PM

COCKTAILS - WINE - BEER
AVAILABLE FOR YOUR
DINING PLEASURE

989-826-5547

989-826-5547
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Full Menu Always Available
Complete Dinners start at 10.95

By Jim Akans

Now is the time to purchase

tickets for the upcoming 36th An-

nual Knights of  Columbus “Cash

Raffle Party,” which will be tak-

ing place on Saturday evening,

April 21st, at Castle Farms

Knights East Garden.  This yearly

fundraiser, sponsored by the

Charlevoix Knights of  Columbus

Council 7172, features an evening

of  fabulous food and refresh-

ments, live music, and over

$14,750 in cash prizes!

“We believe this is the best

party that takes place in

Charlevoix County each year,”

states Steve Seely: who co- chairs

the event along with fellow

Knights of  Columbus officer,

Roger Nesburg.  “And it keeps get-

ting better and better each year.

Last year we raised over $10,000

which we allocated to 22 area or-

ganizations in need, including the

Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Sea

Scouts, 4H Youth Programs, the

Mariners, area schools, the

Charlevoix Food Pantry, the Keep

Charlevoix Beautiful campaign

and many more.  We have also es-

tablished a program to help pur-

chase gas cards for area veterans

who need to travel to hospitals.  

Seely reflects that when this an-

nual fundraiser began 36 years

ago, the grand prize for the

evening was a new car. 

He smiles, “Vehicles were about

$5000 back then, so we changed

the event to a cash party as the

years went by.  By popular re-

quest, we have changed the for-

mat of  the twenty random

drawings this year so that those

will be drawn as winning ticket

pulls.  ‘Showdown drawings’ will

be for the major prizes only.”

And there will be plenty of

cash drawings during the

evening.  There will be (20) $250

prizes, four 50/50 drawings, and

four major drawings; a Grand

Prize of  $5,000 – Second Prize of

$2,000 – Third Prize of  $1,000 –

Fourth Prize of  $750 – and a Fifth

Prize of  $500.

But that’s not all.  A luscious

array of  delicious gourmet foods

will be offered by “Catering by

Matter of  Taste!” from 6:30 to 10

pm.  Steve Larson of  Disc-O-Nec-

tion will be back again this year

DJ’ing some great music to dance

to from 6:30 to 11:30 pm, and there

will be two mixed cocktail bars

and a beer/wine bar from 6 to 11

pm

So join the “Best party in

Charlevoix” and a terrific com-

munity fundraising event on Sat-

urday, April 21st at Castle Farms

Knights East Garden.  Tickets

reservations at $150, which ad-

mits two people, are on a first

come-first served, and includes

food, entertainment and a bever-

age allowance. To purchase a

ticket, please contact 

Steve Seely at (231) 499-3674 or

Ed Linse at (231) 547 4526.

Purchase tickets now for the 36th Annual Knights of Columbus Cash Raffle Party 

The Boyne Area Alano

Club will host a spaghetti

dinner on April 19 at St.

Matthew’s Parish Hall to

raise funds to support

Unity Hall, a meeting place

in Boyne City for several

12-Step addiction recovery

programs. Dinner will be

served from 5 to 6:30 p.m.

The cost is a charitable do-

nation at the door.

The Boyne Area Alano

Club is a non-profit organi-

zation whose main focus is

to financially support and

manage a safe and caring

meeting place for people

suffering from addictive,

compulsive or other behav-

ioral problems. It is cur-

rently home to an average

of  60 meetings per month

with an average monthly

attendance of  760.

“With Unity Hall, our

community has a place

where 12-Step meetings can

thrive, where voices can be

heard and problems shared,

and where addiction is rec-

ognized without prejudice,”

said Alano board president

Richard Fish. “Unity Hall

is a place where those af-

fected by addiction can find

real answers and the com-

fort of  knowing they are

not alone.”

Contributions to Unity

Hall are always appreci-

ated. They can be mailed to:

Boyne Area Alano Club,

P.O. Box 406, Boyne City,

MI., 49712.

Boyne Area Alano
Club to hold

spaghetti dinner
fundraiser

To Celebrate National Library Week,

April 8-14, Boyne District Library will

host paleontologist, author and story-

teller Joseph Kchodl, known as “Paleo-

Joe” on Tuesday, April 10 at 6:30 p.m. in

the Community Room. The whole fam-

ily is invited to come to the free pro-

gram, featuring a “real dinosaur

digger.”

The winners of  the library’s Na-

tional Library Week Bookmark Contest

will be announced at the start of  the

program. Children submitted entries

in three age groups (K-1, 2-3 and 4-5),

and a winner from each age group will

be announced. 

“The winners will have their art-

work on display for a whole year, as

these will be the library’s official book-

marks for the year,” said Monica

Kroondyk, children’s librarian. “We

had so many great entries, it was diffi-

cult to choose just three.”

In addition, each winner will receive

25 bookmarks featuring their design, as

well as a book of  their choice. All en-

tries will be displayed in the children’s

room at the library through April 30.

PaleoJoe’s entertaining educational

style is sure to capture the imagina-

tions of  those attending the program,

as it has with the tens of  thousands of

children he has spoken to in schools

and libraries in Michigan and sur-

rounding states. He will bring di-

nosaurs to life with a T-Rex tooth, a

Velociraptor skull and a variety of

other amazing fossils. With PaleoJoe’s

high-energy program, students see,

hear and experience the fascination

that dinosaurs and fossils bring. 

Dinosaurs, however, are not the sole

focus of  the program. “I want kids to

be excited about science, not just pale-

ontology,” Kchodl says. “It’s just great

to inspire kids and get them to want to

read and learn.”

PaleoJoe takes students and adults

on a wild ride through the ancient

world while describing and reinforcing

the importance of  reading. He also

gives insights into the mind of  a writer,

as he describes his adventures that

sometimes appear in his work.

Kchodl has written several books

about fossils for adults, including “The

Complete Guide to Michigan Fossils,”

as well as books for children. The chap-

ter book series for children in second

through sixth grades, “PaleoJoe’s Di-

nosaur Detective Club,” follows the ad-

ventures of  two children who help

PaleoJoe solve prehistoric mysteries.

“Hidden Dinosaurs” is a dinosaur

hunting and fossil collecting hide-and-

seek book for children, filled with di-

nosaur rhymes and interesting

dinosaur facts.

In addition to speaking and writing

about fossils and dinosaurs, Kchodl

continues to hunt fossils, and says,

“Yes, I am a real dinosaur digger.” He

continues to dig with world-renowned

paleontologists and has discovered ribs

of  an 11 million-year-old rhino in Ne-

braska, remains of  a 60-foot long Cam-

erasurus in Utah, and helped a team

recover a Tyrannosaurus Rex in Mon-

tana.

For more information, call the li-

brary at (231) 582-7861, or visit

www.boynelibrary.org.

national Library Week highlights Boyne
District Library visit from PaleoJoe

To Celebrate National Library Week, April 8-14, Boyne Dis-
trict Library will host paleontologist, author and storyteller
Joseph Kchodl, known as “PaleoJoe” on Tuesday, April 10
at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room.  CouRTESy PhoTo

Raven Hill is open every day from

noon to 4 p.m. through Saturday,

April 7 so families can treat them-

selves to an afternoon of  fun and

exploration at Raven Hill Discovery

Center.  Visitors can build connec-

tions between science, history and

the arts in an interactive learning

environment.  In addition to the

hands-on museum and exotic ani-

mals, guests can spend time in the

one-room schoolhouse, explore the

new tree house, see the geologic

history of  the earth on the Explor-

ing Beyond Jurassic Park outdoor

exhibit, stroll through various cul-

tures in the Ancient World, play

music in the Earth Tones Music

Garden and take a peek at the Cen-

ter’s Energy House, which is solar

powered.  

The Michigan Council for Arts

and Cultural Affairs, in collabora-

tion with the National Endowment

for the Arts has granted a 2012

award to Raven Hill Discovery Cen-

ter for Blurred Boundaries:  Mod-

ern Interpretations of  Ancient

Megaliths. This is the twelfth con-

secutive grant awarded to Raven

Hill by MCACA and will allow

Raven Hill to expand its Ancient

World area with five new mega-

liths. Megaliths (big rocks) are

large stone sculptures or groupings

of  rocks originally placed for sa-

cred celebrations or to honor some-

thing or someone.  Two

professional artists will create and

install their modern interpreta-

tions of  well-known ancient mega-

liths. The other three megaliths

will be chosen from submitted

miniliths created by students and

community members, who are in-

vited to bring their modern inter-

pretations of  ancient megaliths by

April 21, or design and build a

miniature of  their modern inter-

pretation of  an ancient megalith

right at Raven Hill over spring

break.  The activity is $3 above ad-

mission cost.  All submitted

miniliths will be on display April

22nd to May 1st at Raven Hill.  A

committee of  experts will choose

three miniliths to be “enlarged”

and installed in the Ancient World

exhibit in June. The five new mega-

liths will be unveiled at a grand

opening September 16, 2012.    

The Northern Michigan Astron-

omy Club (NOMAC) will meet

Thursday, April 5th at 7:30 pm at

Raven Hill Discovery Center.  The

program is titled, “A Sense of

Scale” and will be presented by

David W. Rodgers, Professor of

Chemistry and Earth Sciences at

North Central Michigan College in

Petoskey and 

Then, the popular free Second

Saturday events continue at Raven

Hill Discovery Center with the next

event on April 14th. Visitors can ex-

plore surface tension with

“Swirling Milk.” Sponsored by the

Charlevoix County Community

Foundation, each month free 2nd

Saturdays highlight a different sci-

ence, history or art activity (and

the connections between them!), as

well as allow families to explore the

hands-on museum and animals in-

doors and enjoy the outdoor ex-

hibits. Free 2nd Saturday hours are

from noon to 4 pm. Bring the whole

family or make it a special event

for parent and child. There will be

fun problem-solving demos & activ-

ities to fit various ages, abilities

and interests. Please no organiza-

tions or groups on 2nd Saturdays –

remember, it’s a family affair!

On Sunday, April 22nd, join

friends and neighbors for an Earth

Journey at Raven Hill to celebrate

Earth Day.  Between noon to 4 pm,

visitors will be able to pick up a

passport and walk the grounds at

Raven Hill.  Special Earth Journey

t-shirts will be available for $6 each

while supplies last.

Raven Hill Discovery Center is a

regional science and technology

center.  It is located on 157 acres in

a rural area of  northwestern

Lower Michigan next to the Little

Traverse Conservancy’s Raven

Ridge Nature Preserve.  It is also a

cultural, historical and art center.

Raven Hill Discovery Center is the

only place in northern Lower

Michigan where children and

adults can link science, history &

the arts with hands-on activities

and explorations both indoors and

outdoors. Connections emerge

through classes, exhibits and facili-

ties that provide opportunities for

all ages to learn, create, grow and

play.  The Center is located between

East Jordan & Boyne City, just off

C-48 at Pearsall Road.  Can’t make

it during regular hours? Call to

schedule an appointment at your

convenience. For more informa-

tion, phone 231-536-3369 or toll free

877-833-4254 or check the Center’s

website:  www.RavenHillDiscov-

eryCenter.org  

Raven hill  Announces April events



BOYNE CITY
Leaf Pickup

City of Boyne City 2012
Spring City Wide Leaf Pickup,
weekdays through April 30.
The City will pick up leaves
during the above scheduled
days only. After the scheduled
date, citizens will be responsi-
ble for their own leaves.
Biodegradable paper bags are
available at Boyne Co–Op,
and Boyne Ace Hardware. 

CHARLEVOIX
Easter egg hunt

Here comes Peter Cotton-
tail hopping down the
Charlevoix trail! That’s right;
the Easter bunny is coming
Saturday, April 7th to help cel-
ebrate the 21st Annual Easter
Egg Hunt. The Easter Egg
Hunt will take place at 2:00
p.m at East Park in downtown
Charlevoix and is free for chil-
dren up to 10 years old. Ener-
gize for the Easter Egg Hunt
with the Bunny Luncheon
being offered from 11am to
1:30pm at Stafford’s Weather-
vane Restaurant. Enjoy a de-
licious meal with your family,
then get your picture taken
with the Easter Bunny, compli-
ments of Picture This. Please
call 231-547-4311 for reserva-
tions. The Easter Egg Hunt di-
vides children into four age
groups including, 2 years old
and under, 3-4 years, 5-6
years and 7-10 years. The
hunt is sponsored by North-
western Bank and will include
4000 eggs filled with Kilwin’s
candy and various other
prizes. So bring your Easter
egg basket and be sure to ar-
rive ready at 2:00 p.m. sharp
so you don’t miss out! 

EAST JORDAN
Easter fun and Games

Sponsored by the East Jor-
dan Lions Club. Saturday,
April 7 at the East Jordan High
School. Starting at 10am and
the cost is free. There will be
Fun, Games, Candy and Door
Prizes. For more information
call Bill Dunson at 231-536-
2848 

NORTHERN MICHIGAN
Donations for Cancer

Northern Michigan Cancer
Crusaders provide help to
cancer patients. To donate
contact Gail Farley, 231-582-
2424 

BOYNE CITY
free tax preparation

The Boyne District Library
is hosting a free tax prepara-
tion service from 10am to 3pm
Mondays and Thursdays. The
service is provided by volun-
teers and the Northwest
Michigan Community Action
Agency. To be eligible for this
service, income guidelines are
$22,340 for one person,
$30,260 for two and $46,100
for four. Call the library at 231-
582-7861 for an appointment.

CHARLEVOIX
free tax preparation

Free tax preparation and e-
filing is now available for low
income households at the
Charlevoix Public Library. The

service is available by ap-
pointment on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings and on
Sunday afternoons. Please
call 231-237-7340 for your ap-
pointment. The service is
brought to the library through
a partnership with the North
West Community Action
Agency. 

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY
Ride free to Senior Centers

Don’t be a shut in this win-
ter. Good food, good fun daily
at any of the county’s senior
centers. Charlevoix County
Transit 231-582-6900 pro-
vides free rides to and from
any of the County’s Senior
Centers.

BOYNE CITY
New nature area

The Friends of the Boyne
River have another idea to en-
sure that Boyne City and its
surrounding area protect the
environment while providing
recreational activities. Nancy
Cunningham of Friends of the
Boyne River spoke to the city
commission at a recent meet-
ing and was granted city ap-
proval to use the site, which is
on city land. The land is lo-
cated on a slope and an adja-
cent wetland along the river at
the east end of the Industrial
Park. This project will consist
of constructing boardwalks
and steps around the wetland
and establishing a rain garden
that helps to prevent soil ero-
sion. The path will be approx-
imately 900 feet long. Grant
funding is now being sought to
finance construction. 

CHARLEVOIX
indoor farmers market

The Charlevoix Winter
Farmers Market will be held
indoors at the Charlevoix Pub-
lic Library the first Thursday of
every month from 10am to
2pm, November through May. 

BOYNE CITY
Boat launch permit stick-

ers now available for 2012
Annual boat launch permit

stickers are now available for
2012 at Boyne City Hall. These
stickers are good for launching
at either the small launch at the
marina or the north launch near
Glen’s Market (attainment of a
sticker does not include the
overnight parking fee). To ob-
tain your annual permit, you will
need to present your current
boat registration and driver’s li-
cense. For your convenience,
once the marina office is open
for the season in May, they will
carry stickers and will be open
evenings and weekends. An-
nual stickers can also be ob-
tained by mail; contact City Hall
for information, 231.582.6597. 

EAST JORDAN
Woodcock Walk

Saturday, April 14th, 7pm.
Join the Martha Wagbo Farm
and Education Center for our
monthly potluck program! Din-
ner starts at 7pm. Bring a dish
to pass if you can, but it’s not
mandatory. Our program be-
gins at 8pm with an evening
viewing the spectacularly dra-
matic courtship display of the

woodcock. Find out why they
are nicknamed “the Little
Brown Ghost” as we sneak
through forest and field to ex-
perience our local harbingers
of spring. Take advantage of
this wonderful opportunity to
encounter the wild animals
that live in the Jordan River
Valley. Great for individuals,
couples, and families! Located
three miles south of East Jor-
dan. For more info, call 231-
536-0333 or email
info@wagbo.org.

IRONTON
Benefit at Joppa house

The Front Porch Pickers
are doing a benefit for the
Joppa House of Charlevoix
On Saturday, April 14. Come
and join us at the Ironton
Church. 5:30 to 6:45 for hot
dogs, burgers, and refresh-
ments. 7pm the music starts,
gospel and much more. Dona-
tions accepted for the Joppa
House. The primary purpose
of the Joppa House is to pro-
vide a safe, rehabilitative, and
structured Christian environ-
ment for those at risk.

EAST JORDAN
Little League signup

Last Chance Sign up April
14, 10am - Noon, held at the
East Jordan High School. All
age divisions. For more infor-
mation contact Ruby at 231-
536-3012

CHARLEVOIX
BookTalkers

Charlevoix Public Library
BookTalkers is a group of
readers who love to read dif-
ferent books each month and
then gather to discuss them.
The BookTalkers meet 6pm
on the third Monday of each
month. New members are al-
ways welcome. On April 16,
the BookTalkers will meet to
discuss The Blind Assassin,
by Margaret Atwood. Ro-
mance, suspense, and sci-
ence fiction are elements that
blend to produce one of At-
wood’s most original (and
Booker Prize-winning) works.
The novel begins with Iris
telling of her sister Laura’s
death. But, as the reader ex-
pects to settle into Laura’s
story, Atwood introduces a
novel-within-a- novel. It is a
story told by two unnamed
lovers who meet in a dingy
backstreet room. After the first
chapter, Atwood returns to Iris,
whose husband’s body is dis-
covered in a sailboat. This
story turns out to be not at all
what it seems: classic Atwood,
classic fiction. Then on May
21, the BookTalkers will be
discussing State of Wonder by
Ann Patchett. For discussion
questions, visit the book dis-
cussion page on the library’s
website: www.charlevoixli-
brary.org>books-movies-
music>book-discussions. 

CHARLEVOIX
free Varicose Vein Screening

A free screening for those
interested in finding out more
about venous disease will
take place Thursday, April 19
from 4pm to 7pm at the new
medical office complex on
Charlevoix Area Hospital’s
campus. Hosted by
Charlevoix surgeon, Marc
Lame MD, the event will give
patients an opportunity to
learn about risk factors, pre-
vention, spider and varicose
veins, and treatment options
including the new VNUS Clo-
sure procedure. Everyone is
welcome to participate, and
there is no charge or obliga-
tion.  Those wishing to attend
should make an appointment
by calling Monica at the
Charlevoix Surgeons Office,
(231) 547-2812. 

BOYNE CITY
Kindergarten Round-up

Concord Academy will host
a kindergarten round-up April
19, 9am - Noon and 1-3pm at
the school, 00401 E. Dietz Rd.
Take the opportunity to have
your child individually tested
and meet with the teacher.
Young 5’s class is also avail-
able. Call for an appointment,
231-582-0194. 

CHARLEVOIX
Cash Raffle Party

The Charlevoix Knights of
Columbus are sponsoring the
36th annual Cash Raffle Party
at Castle Farms. The event is
April 21 from 6pm - 11:30pm.
Tickets for two are $150 and
includes food, entertainment
and a beverage allowance.
$14,750 will be awarded in
prizes this year including a
grand prize of $5,000. This is
a community fundraiser! All
cash party proceeds stay in
our community and fund char-
itable good works and youth
programs for all! Please help
them help others! In 2011 the
Knights supported over 22
area programs with cash pro-
ceeds from this party. For tick-
ets contact Steve Seely:
231-499-3674, Ed Linse: 231-
547-4526, Gabe Campbell:
231-547-9739, John Haggard:
231-547-4046, Roger Nes-
burg: 231-547-5111, Paul
Hoelderle: 231-547-6127 

CHARLEVOIX
Scholarship to local graduates

The Charlevoix Chamber of
Commerce raises funds every
year from the silent auction at
the Annual Gala and Awards
Ceremony to award local
graduates scholarships for fu-
ture education. Requirements
include:

1. Must be a graduating
high school senior who is
planning to attend an ac-
credited vocational school,
community college or univer-
sity.

2.  Must be accepted to an
accredited two or four year
institution of higher learning
(college or vocational
school).  

3.  Must have a 3.0 or bet-
ter Grade Point Average
(GPA)

4.  Must be either an em-
ployee of a company which
is a member of the
Charlevoix Area Chamber of
Commerce or the child of an
employee.  

5.  Immediate family mem-
bers of the Chamber’s Se-
lection Committee members
are ineligible to apply for the
Chamber Scholarship.

Applications are due on
April 16th at 5pm and can be
downloaded here:
http://www.charlevoix.org/Ge
neral/scholarship.htm

CHARLEVOIX
Synthetics Education

from BASES 
This link just came out re-

cently through the Partnership
for DrugFree.org and is an
audio / slide share program on
synthetics. Very appropriate
for all parents, adults who
work with teens and older
teens themselves so they
have accurate information
about these new emerging
drugs that are being abused.
www.slideshare.net/Partner-
shipDigital/parents360-syn-
thetic-drugs-bath-salts-k2-spi
ce-11590332l

EAST JORDAN
Money Smart

Wednesday, April 18,
6:30pm - 8pm. Jordan Valley
District Library. Free to regis-
trants. Presenter: Wanda
Repke, MSU Extension Edu-
cator, Greening Michigan In-
stitute & Financial Education
Programs. Learn the impor-
tance of building & maintain-
ing a good credit history. How
to address credit deficiencies.
How to get and review your
credit report. How to shop for
and use credit card responsi-
bly. Call library at 231-536-

7131 to register 

BOYNE CITY
Spaghetti dinner

The Boyne Area Alano Club
will host a spaghetti dinner on
April 19 at St. Matthew’s Parish
Hall to raise funds to support
Unity Hall, a meeting place in
Boyne City for several 12-Step
addiction recovery programs.
Dinner will be served from 5 to
6:30pm. The cost is a charitable
donation at the door. 

PETOSKEY
instant Wine Cellar

Char-Em United Way is
planning their 2nd Instant
Wine Cellar party on Friday,
April 20 at 7pm at the Perry
Hotel in Petoskey. The night
will feature a chance to win a
collection of wine or 99 Bottles
of Shorts Beer and will include
live entertainment from North-
ern Michigan’s own Boyne
River Remedy. Entry into the
event is either a bottle of wine,
a six-pack of craft beet or $15...
All proceeds from the Instant
Wine Cellar event will support
Char-Em United Way’s Volun-
teer Connections program.  Vol-
unteer Connections is a virtual
volunteer center which pro-
motes volunteerism in the com-
munity and helps people find
opportunities that meet their
passion and interests. For more
information or to RSVP for the
party, contact United Way at
231-487-1006 or info@charemu-
nitedway.org, visit www.charemunit-
edway.org, Events, or sign up on
Facebook.

BOYNE FALLS
Chefs Challenge

April 20-21 at Boyne Moun-
tain. This year’s event is look-
ing like the best yet! We hope
you won’t pass up the oppor-
tunity to support Challenge
Mountain by attending this
wonderful celebration of
Michigan agriculture, awe-
some producers and chefs! 

CHARLEVOIX
K of C Cash Raffle Party

Reserve your ticket today.
Sponsored By the Charlevoix
Knights of Columbus Council
7172. On Saturday, April 21
from 6-11:30pm at Castle
Farms Knights East Garden.
The event costs $150 per
ticket, Admits Two. Donation
includes all food, entertain-
ment and beverage al-
lowance. Over $14,750 in
Cash Prizes! 26 Prizes To Be
Awarded. All religions and de-
nominations welcome. This is
to Celebrate Spring! Music by
Steve Larson of Disc-O-Nec-
tion back again from 6:30-
11:30pm. Catering by Matter
of Taste! Luscious array of de-
licious gourmet foods. Serving
from 6:30 - 10pm. Two mixed
cocktail bars and a beer/ wine
bar to serve you! Serving from
6 - 11pm. To purchase your
ticket now please contact one
of these Knights or any area
Knight. Ticket reservations are
first come-first served. Steve
Seely: 231-499-3674, Ed Linse:
231-547-4526, Gabe Campbell:
231-547-9739, John Haggard:
231-547-4046, Roger Nesburg:
231-547-5111, Paul Hoelderle:
231-547-6127

BOYNE CITY
50’s Party

Rock around the clock April
21 at the Eagles hall, 6pm -
Midnight. Live music, twist
contest, prizes, auction,
celebrity performers, cash bar
and food available. Come
dressed as a 50’s or 60’s per-
sonality for a chance to win
prizes. $6 donation. All pro-
ceeds go to N. Michigan can-
cer crusaders 

EAST JORDAN
Kindergarten Round up

April 24th and 26th from
11am - 7pm. Call East Jordan
Public School to make an ap-
pointment. 231-536-7564

BOYNE CITY
Community open house

Come and see what Con-
cord Academy has to offer
April 26, 7-8pm. Concord
academy is located at 00401
E. Dietz Rd. 

BOYNE CITY
Business Expo/Taste of Boyne

Thursday, April 26. $5 ad-
mission includes all Taste of
Boyne booths. One of the
largest business networking
events in Northern Michigan is
held on the fourth Thursday of
April in Boyne City. In 2011,
the third annual Boyne Area
Chamber of Commerce Busi-
ness Expo and Taste of Boyne
attracted a crowd of 1,000
people to visit 85 exhibitor
booths. This exciting Expo is
presented by Northwestern
Bank and includes great food,
networking, music and busi-
ness exhibits from 3 to 7pm. It

all happens at the former
Carter’s Store on M-75 South.

BOYNE CITY
iMagine, iNspire, iNnovate

Boyne City Public Schools
Announces its 1:1 iPad Initia-
tive for the 2012-13 School
Year. After much research and
debate, BCPS is moving for-
ward in implementing a 1:1
iPad initiative for the 2012-13
school year. The district plans
to showcase how the iPad will
be used in the classroom dur-
ing the Boyne City Chamber
Business Expo on Thursday,
April 26 from 3-7pm at the old
Carter’s building. Parents,
community members and
other curious onlookers are
encouraged to stop by the
BCPS booth to experience
how students utilize iPads in
the classroom and have a
chance to ‘try their hand’ with
an iPad. It truly is transforming
the way students learn! For
further information, please
contact Erin Luckhardt at
eluckhardt@boyne.k12.mi.us.

EAST JORDAN
Mother of the year

East Jordan Lions Club is
looking for nominations for the
2012 “Mother of the Year”.
Please keep in mind that this
person should be someone who
is currently or has been work-
ing/helping children in a positive
way in our community. If you
have someone you would like
to nominate, please submit their
name with a brief (200 words or
less) summary of why you feel
they deserve this honor to: East
Jordan Lions Club, P.O. Box
845 East Jordan, MI 49727.
Nominations must be received
no later than April 30, 2012.

BOYNE FALLS
2012’s Biggest Economic

Development Event!
Join 500 business and com-

munity leaders all interested in
the economic vitality of our re-
gion at the 2012 NLEA Annual
Luncheon, Friday, May 4th, at
Boyne Mountain Resort. This
year’s event is gearing up to
be the biggest in our history
with knowledgeable guest
speakers, inspiring awards
and recognition of outstanding
projects and people through-
out the NLEA region. Call 231-
582-6482 for more info.

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY
County Commission Seats

All six districts for the
County Board of Commission-
ers, as well as the county
prosecutor, clerk, sheriff, sur-
veyor, treasurer, registrar of
deeds and drain commis-
sioner. Lots of opportunities if
you’d like to run for office. The
deadline for potential candi-
dates to file is 4pm on Tues-
day, May 15th.

CHARLEVOIX
Circle Summer Camp

The Charlevoix Circle of
Arts is now accepting applica-
tions for instructors and Aides
for the Circle Summer Camp
for July 2 through August 10.
The camp will offer 10-12 dif-
ferent sessions. For more in-
formation, please visit
www.charlevoixcircle.org. 

EAST JORDAN & ELLSWORTH
farmer’s Market

Both the East Jordan and
the Ellsworth Farmer’s Mar-
kets are looking for vendors
for the upcoming Summer
market season. Produce &
Handcrafted items are wel-
come at both locations. For in-
formation on the East Jordan
Market contact Laurie Wake-
ham at 231-536-2636 or for
the Ellsworth Market contact
Shannon Fender at 231-536-
7351. The East Jordan Market
takes place every Thursday
from 9am - 1pm starting in
May and the Ellsworth Market
takes place on Tuesday
evenings from 5 -7pm starting
in mid June.

CHARLEVOIX
first friday business

The next breakfast will be May
4th at Giuseppes Italian Grille
sponsored by Northern Michigan
Sports Medicine Center. 

BOYNE FALLS
Morel fest Wine & Dine

Tickets are now on sale for
the 7th Annual Morelfest Wine
& Dine at the Beach House
Restaurant at Boyne Moun-
tain (439 E. Deer Lake Road)
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Friday,
May 18. Admission is $40 per
person, including tax and gra-
tuity. Sponsors of this gourmet
event are the Boyne Area
Chamber of Commerce,
Boyne Mountain and Bayside
Beverage. Reservations are
required. This event sells out
every year, so don’t delay. Call
the chamber to purchase tick-
ets, 231-582-6222.
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Governor Rick Snyder and Gary

Heidel, executive director of  the

Michigan State Housing Develop-

ment Authority, announced the se-

lection of  the 2012 Governor’s

Awards for Historic Preservation.

The State Historic Preservation

Office initiated the award program

in 2003 to recognize outstanding his-

toric preservation achievements re-

flecting a commitment to the

preservation of  Michigan’s unique

character and the many cultural re-

sources that document Michigan’s

past. Previous recipient projects in-

clude private residences whose own-

ers used state historic preservation

tax credits, the excavation and study

of  the Riley Mammoth Site in

Saranac, the rehabilitation of  the

Argonaut Building in Detroit, the

long-term preservation of  the

Northern Michigan Asylum in Tra-

verse City, Fort St. Joseph Archaeo-

logical Project in Niles, the General

Motors Technical Center in Warren,

and the Point Betsie Lighthouse re-

habilitation.

“The preservation of  historic

buildings and archaeological sites is

vital to maintaining a sense of  place

in our state,” said Snyder. “This

year’s recipients understand the

power of  historic places to attract

business and tourists and the differ-

ence they make in our communi-

ties.”

“The people and organizations we

are recognizing this year have in-

vested money, time, talent, and hard

work to make their projects a reality

and to preserve these important his-

toric places,” said Heidel. “Each re-

cipient has had a positive impact on

Michigan.”

The 2012 recipients are:

Keweenaw National Historical

Park, Quinn Evans Architects,

Yalmer Matilla Contracting, Inc.,

and the Keweenaw National Histori-

cal Park Advisory Commission, for

the rehabilitation of  the Union

Building, Calumet 

Swanee, Incorporated and Barry

Polzin Architects for the rehabilita-

tion of  the Richter Brewery, Escan-

aba 

G. A. Haan Development, U.P. En-

gineers and Architects, and Oak-

wood Construction for the

rehabilitation of  the Adams and Ma-

sonic Temple Buildings, Sault Ste.

Marie 

City of  Boyne City, C2AE ,

Richard Neumann Architect, and

Graham Construction for the reha-

bilitation of  the Boyne City 1910 Wa-

terworks Building, Boyne City 

Eastside Armory LLC [Gillespie

Group], Studio Intrigue Architects

and Kincaid Henry Building Group

for the rehabilitation of  the Lansing

Artillery National Guard Armory,

Lansing 

Michigan State Medical Society

for stewardship of  the Michigan

Medical Society Building, East

Lansing 

“We see the results daily of  how

historic preservation transforms

communities,” stated State Historic

Preservation Officer Brian Conway.

“The Governor’s Awards for His-

toric Preservation give us an oppor-

tunity to recognize some of  the

people behind the projects that are

making a difference to Michigan.”

Recipients will receive their

awards at a public ceremony in the

Michigan State Capitol Rotunda on

Wednesday, May 2, at 9:00 a.m.

To learn about previous Gover-

nor’s Award projects, go to:

www.michigan.gov/shpo.

The State Historic Preservation

Office is financed in part with fed-

eral funds from the National Park

Service, U.S. Department of  the Inte-

rior. The office receives federal fi-

nancial assistance for identification

and protection of  historic proper-

ties. The State Historic Preservation

Office is part of  the Michigan State

Housing Development Authority.

The Michigan State Housing Devel-

opment Authority (MSHDA) pro-

vides financial and technical

assistance through public and pri-

vate partnerships to create and pre-

serve decent, affordable housing for

low- and moderate-income residents

and to engage in community eco-

nomic development activities to re-

vitalize urban and rural

communities.*

*MSHDA’s loans and operating ex-

penses are financed through the sale

of  tax-exempt and taxable bonds as

well as notes to private investors,

not from state tax revenues. Pro-

ceeds are loaned at below-market in-

terest rates to developers of  rental

housing, and help fund mortgages

and home improvement loans.

MSHDA also administers several

federal housing programs. For more

information, visit

www.michigan.gov/mshda.

Governor’s Awards for Historic Preservation Announced
1910 Waterworks Building preservation recognized

By Jim Akans

What a glorious spring to be in

northern Lower Michigan.  Bask-

ing in the glow of  predominately

sunny skies and 50-ish tempera-

tures, it’s not easy (or necessarily

good for the soul) to recall that the

month of  March truly arrived like

a lion; with freezing cold tempera-

tures and nearly two feet of  snow

on the ground in many parts of  the

area.

Yet by mid month, the ther-

mometer has skyrocketed into the

lower 80’s, the snow retreated like

the bashful lion in the Wizard of

Oz, and lamb chops were destined

for the renewal of  the backyard

outdoor grilling season.  Could this

early start to the spring season be a

sign of  the summer to come?

“Overall,” states Jim Keysor of

the National Weather Service of-

fice near Gaylord, “The spring

looks to be above normal tempera-

tures, with plenty of  warms days

ahead that will be above our typi-

cal high temperatures…though of

course we will still see some colder

weather now and then.  At this

time, our normal highs are in the

40-degree range and we are start-

ing to see daily temperatures ex-

ceed that.  This is also the “fast

track” time of  year in terms of  the

rise in average daily temperature

highs, going up about one degree

every two to three days for the next

couple of  weeks.”

Keysor points out that area resi-

dents experienced temperature

variations during the month of

March that most folks don’t typi-

cally see in a single month.

“Here at the weather center, we

saw a 99-degree spread between the

lowest temperature, which was

minus 17 degrees Fahrenheit early

in the month, to a high of  82-de-

grees in the middle of  the month.

People always like to talk about the

weather, and that is an interesting

statistic to bring up during those

conversations.”

Another fascinating fact is that

when the northern region experi-

enced those 80 –degree-days, the nor-

mal high during that time should

have been in the 30’s.  Keysor says

don’t blame these aberrations on Pa-

cific basin phenomenon such as La

Nina or El Nino.

“While we have been in a La Nina

pattern the last couple of  years,” he

explains, “that pattern has weak-

ened and our weather is in a neutral

period…right where it should be

without those ocean-atmospheric ef-

fects.   During that recent unseason-

able warming trend, the cold air

simply retreated well into Canada,

as if  Mother Nature forgot what

time of  year it was!”

While most will happily accept the

generally above normal spring tem-

peratures, there is concern that area

fruit crops, which have begun bud-

ding due to the warm summer-like

days, will become vulnerable to

freezing nighttime temperatures

that may come our way in the next

several weeks.  It remains to be seen

how this will affect area fruit trees

and primarily depends on how many

cold nights show up, and just how

cold those nights are.

While Keysor relates that there

are still question marks surround-

ing predictions for the upcoming

summer months, the weather serv-

ice has a high level of  confidence in

their prediction of  a warmer than

usual spring.

“We had a warm fall and winter,”

he states, “and now we are looking at

a warm spring.  For April that

means instead of  looking at average

highs in the 50’s we should be seeing

more average high temperatures in

the 60’s.  In May, instead of  average

highs in the 60’s, we should see a few

more days with highs in the 70’s.  We

may also be looking at higher than

normal precipitation, but with less

than normal snowfall over the win-

ter and a rapid melt in March, that

extra precipitation would be a good

thing for ground moisture.”

So get those golf  clubs, watercraft,

and backyard barbeques ready. Even

if  those extra warm temperatures

don’t arrive as predicted, the lion of

the winter has likely lost its roar.

A warmer spring on the horizon? “overall,” states Jim Keysor of the National
Weather Service office near Gaylord, “The spring looks to be above normal tem-
peratures, with plenty of warms days ahead that will be above our normal high
temperatures.”  

PhoTo By JiM AKANS

spring ushered in like a lion,
but the lamb has arrived!

Patricia A. Dillon, 67
Patricia A. Dillon of

Charlevoix, died Sunday,

April 1, 2012, at Hiland Cot-

tage in Petoskey.

Services are pending. The

family was served by Hast-

ings Funeral Home in

Ellsworth. 

Arthur Roy Ranger III
(APRiL 10, 1959 - MARCh 30, 2012)

Arthur Roy Ranger III, 52,

of  Big Rapids and formerly of

Charlevoix, died Friday,

March 30, 2012.

He was born on April 10,

1959, at Dyess Air Force Base

in Abilene, Texas, the son of

Arthur A. and Patricia (Rati-

gan) Ranger. He graduated

from Charlevoix High School

in 1977. He received his bache-

lor of  science in land survey-

ing in 1981 from Ferris State

College.

He married Beth Ward on

June 6, 1981, in Big Rapids.

Upon graduation, Art was

employed by Wightman & As-

sociates in St. Joseph, Mich.,

until he received his profes-

sional license in 1985. They

moved to Charlevoix where

Art worked in his father’s

company, Ranger Engineer-

ing. In 1994, Art started

Ranger & Associates, Inc., a

stand-alone land surveying

business.

Art was a longtime member

of  the Michigan Society of

Professional Surveyors. He

was first and foremost a sur-

veyor and an avid outdoors-

man who loved hunting and

fishing.

Art is survived by his wife,

Beth Ranger, of  Big Rapids;

his parents, Alvin and Patsy

Ranger, of  Charlevoix; sister,

Corinne (Paul) Vita, of

Saratoga, Calif., and their

children, Jonathan and Julia;

two brothers, Robert (Lisa)

Ranger of  Midland, Mich.,

and their children, Scott and

Alissa, and William (Amy)

Ranger of  Traverse City and

their children, Max, Emma

and Isabelle; and special

nieces “daughters,” Emily,

Leslie, Laura and Elizabeth,

who shared their lives with

Art and Beth at various

times.

A private family-only me-

morial service is planned.

Memorial contributions may

be directed to Little Traverse

Conservancy or donor’s

choice. Arrangements by the

Winchester Funeral Home in

Charlevoix.

Olive Margaret Bernier
(AuG. 22, 1919 - MARCh 12, 2012)

Olive Margaret Bernier, age

92, of  Boyne City, died Mon-

day, March 12, 2012, at Grand-

vue Medical Care Facility.

Olive was born on Aug. 22,

1919, in Detroit, the daughter

of  Charles and Margaret

(Smith) LaCross.

Olive lived in Ecorse and

married Russell Van Horn in

1939; together they raised

four sons. Olive moved to

Boyne City in 1970 following

Russell’s death.

She then married Murray

Northup who preceded her in

death.

In 1974, Olive met and mar-

ried Walter Bernier. Olive and

Walter enjoyed 37 years doing

painting, pottery, wood craft-

ing and cooking. They were

known locally and partici-

pated in many art shows.

Olive is survived by her

children, Juanita, Ron (Gail),

Greg (Lori), Gary (Mary

Ann); stepson, Michael

(Sonja) Bernier; grandchil-

dren, Rusty (Debbie), Matt

(Jennifer), Elliott, Kara,

Mike, Dan, Mandy (Charles),

Brian (Tanya), Catherine and

Mike; five great-grandchil-

dren and five great-great-

grandchildren.

She is preceded in death by

her husbands, Russell Van

Horn, Murray Northup and

Walter Bernier; son, Russell;

and granddaughter, Marisa.

The family would like to

thank the staff  at Grandvue

Medical Care Facility for the

outstanding care given Olive

the past few years.

A private family service

will be held later this spring.

Family and friends wishing

to share a thought or memory

of  Olive are encouraged to do

so online at www.stonefuner-

alhomeinc.com.

Stackus Funeral Home of

Boyne City is serving the fam-

ily. 

Genevieve ‘Jennie’
Richards
(AuG. 23, 1917 - MARCh 22, 2012)

Genevieve “Jennie”

Richards, age 94, of  East Jor-

dan and formerly of  Drayton

Plains, Mich., died on Thurs-

day, March 22, 2012, in John-

stown, Colo.

Jennie was born on Aug. 23,

1917, in Pontiac, Mich., the

daughter of  Adam and Mary

(Stempkowitz) Walenski.

She married Vernon

Richards in March 13, 1937, in

Pontiac and took up residence

in Drayton Plains. She

worked at Pontiac Motors for

many years and after retire-

ment moved to East Jordan.

Jennie had many talents

and interests but her family

was always her first priority.

She was an excellent cook, es-

pecially noted for her Polish

dishes. Her hobbies were,

which included but not lim-

ited to, sewing, crocheting,

knitting and quilting. Many

in the family have been

blessed with something made

lovingly by Jennie’s hands.

She was much loved and will

be missed by all who knew

her.

Jennie is survived by one

son, James (Terri) Richards,

of  Johnstown, Colo.; two

grandchildren, Amy Lee

(Todd) Forsten of  Clarkston

and Adam (Amy) Richards of

Linden; four great-grandchil-

dren, Michaela, Jacob, Jami

and Rachel; one sister, Mary

Ann Cox of  Ortonville, Mich.;

one son-in-law, Skip Osborne

of  East Jordan; and one

daughter-in-law, Sharon (Jim)

Merrow of  Fenton. She was

preceded in death by her hus-

band, Vernon Richards, and

two children, Betty Ann Os-

borne and Gary Richards.

A celebration of  Jennie’s

life was held Saturday, March

31, at the Penzien Funeral

Homes, Inc. in East Jordan.

The Rev. Kenneth H. Lein of

the Evangelical Lutheran

Church in East Jordan offici-

ated.

Memorials may be given to

the Kingfisher Foundation at

Halcyon Hospice, 209 Main

Street, Mead, Colo. 80542. 

OBITUARIES
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Get moving!

Dear Dave,

My husband works two

hours away from home. He

gets up at 3 a.m. and doesn’t

get home until 7 p.m. We

have a fully funded emer-

gency fund, and he makes

$95,000 a year. My parents’

place is an hour from his

job, and they’ve offered to

let us live with them. What

do you think of  this idea?

Jessica

Dear Jessica,

Why don’t you just sell

the house and move closer

to where he works? If  he

makes that kind of  money

and you’ve got your emer-

gency fund in place, you

should be able to handle

moving costs. I’ve got to be

honest, I’d do the two hours

to work and two hours

home drive maybe once be-

fore I’d begin seriously

looking for a place much

closer.

Right now, you guys don’t

have a life. And moving in

with your parents wouldn’t

be much better. That poor

guy practically lives on the

road, and I’m sure you both

want more quality time to-

gether. He sounds like a

great guy, though, to be

willing to go through all

that. He’s busting his tail

and doing what it takes to

provide for his family, but

there’s just no reason for ei-

ther of  you to go through

this kind of  pain and incon-

venience.

Get your house on the

market, and find a little

rental near his job for now.

You can rebuild part of

your emergency fund if

necessary, but if  I’m in

your shoes, I’m going to fix

this logistical nightmare as

fast as humanly possible!

—Dave

Teaching and tough
love

Dear Dave,

My husband and I need to

update our will, but we’re

not sure how to divide the

money. All of  our children

are grown, including my

three stepsons. The prob-

lem is that two of  my step-

sons are irresponsible with

money and are drug users.

Do you have any advice?

Colleen

Dear Colleen,

Typically, if  you give

money to a drug user

they’ll use it for one thing:

drugs. Your goal as a parent

is to love them and teach

them to the best of  your

ability. Buying their drugs

upon your death doesn’t fall

into either of  those cate-

gories. There’s absolutely

nothing wrong with you de-

ciding not to leave them

any money as long as

they’re involved in this

kind of  activity.

If  it were me, I’d have a

reading of  the will when

the changes are made.

Then, I’d sit down with the

family members and ex-

plain why you’ve updated

the will in this manner. Let

them know you love them

and want what’s best for

them, but you and your

husband have decided

you’re not going to take a

chance on funding any mis-

behavior on their part.

Make sure you let them

know, too, that things can

change if  they change.

They might be mad and

fuss about it, but that’s

okay. Let them be mad. It’s

perfectly all right for you to

attach stipulations to any

inheritance they might re-

ceive, especially when it’s

for their own good!

—Dave

* For more financial help,

please visit

daveramsey.com.
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Boyne City High School

Boyne City High School

PARENTS: 
Sherri Hallman and Daniel Mooney
GRADE: 12

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
“This year I participated in Varsity Soc-
cer, NHS, and Jazz Band plus several
community activities such as Crooked
Tree Youth Orchestra, a Jazz Combo,
and Cross Country Skiing.”

HOBBIES AND INTERESTS:
“I have a lot of hobbies and interest. My
main interests are of the outdoors. I
enjoy spending time outside and exer-
cising to stay in shape. Snowboarding,
skiing, soccer, pick-up basketball, foot-
ball, anything that gets me off the
couch I’m down for.”

FUTURE PLANS/GOALS:
“Once I graduate high school I plan on
continuing my education by attending
Michigan Technological University.
There I will get my masters in Mechan-
ical Engineering so I can someday im-
pact society with a positive outcome.”

Colton D. Mooney

“Colton has an extremely positive attitude and sets a good ex-
ample for other students.” (Mr. Ivie, Band Teacher)

“Colton is a creative, enthusiastic student who is highly self mo-
tivated and goal oriented.  He is both respectful to adults and re-
spected by his peers.” (Mrs. Heath, English Teacher)

“Colton has a very bright future ahead of him. He is goal-oriented
and a driven young man. Reach for the stars Colton!” (Mrs. Dem-
ing, Psychology Teacher)

STAFF COMMENTS

STUDENTS
of the Week

Boyne Falls Public Schools

PARENT(S): 
Pat Harmon and Rebecca Palmiter

GRADE: 6
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Playing basketball, reading
HOBBIES AND INTERESTS:
Hunting, fishing, Mich. State Athletics
FAVORITE BOOK:
Last of the Breed by Louis L’Amour
FUTURE PLANS:
Becoming an Engineer

Austin harmon

Sixth-grader Austin Harmon is passionate about a lot of things…
reading books by Louis L’ Amour and Gary Paulsen; playing dodge
ball, baseball, and basketball; watching Michigan State athletics;
hunting at the family cabin; out-of-door adventures; telling jokes;
and doing well in school.  His naturally competitive nature drives
him to do his best in everything.  When it comes to school, Austin
works hard and always does his best.  He listens well and partici-
pates and is a natural leader in the classroom.  He cares about his
progress and definitely understands that being “successful in life”
begins with the choices that he’s making right now.  His future is
bright!  Austin, congratulations on being this month’s Student of
the Week!   (Ryan Book)

STAFF COMMENTS

Go back | Print | Help

BestCrosswords.com - Puzzle #1 for April 2, 2012
 
Across 
1- Scarf; 5- Skin 
openings; 10- An apple 
___...; 14- Buck follower; 
15- ___ Gay; 16- Emperor 
of Rome 54-68; 17- Miss; 
18- 1961 Heston role; 19- 
Start of a counting rhyme; 
20- Expressive of love; 22
- Cleansing preparation; 
24- Frozen Wasser; 25- 
Israeli submachine gun; 
26- Clear as ___; 29- Hair 
goo; 32- Small hand 
drum; 36- Subterfuge; 37- 
Sullenly ill-humored; 39- 
Former nuclear agcy.; 40- 
Like afterschool activities; 
43- Digit of the foot; 44- 
Alarms; 45- Actress 
Campbell; 46- Abrasive 
mineral; 48- HST's 
successor; 49- Feels for; 
50- DDE opponent; 52- 
Tomcat; 53- Specter; 57- 
Of great size; 61- 
Nobleman; 62- Get to 
know; 64- Accent; 65- 
Choir member; 66- ___ con pollo; 67- Slang expert Partridge; 68- Abound; 69- ___ lift?; 70
- Go out with;  
  
Down 
1- Room in a casa; 2- Composer Khachaturian; 3- Slammin' Sammy; 4- He owns the place 
where backpackers crash in Europe?; 5- Nobles; 6- Just; 7- Fabled bird; 8- Some Ivy 
Leaguers; 9- Hindu ascetic; 10- Hemoglobin deficiency; 11- Abstruse; 12- Cartoonist Peter; 
13- Spoollike toy; 21- Black gold; 23- Early Mexican; 26- Aggregate of qualities that make 
good character; 27- Full-bosomed; 28- First name in cosmetics; 29- Melon, e.g.; 30- Made 
a mistake; 31- TV producer Michaels; 33- Farm machine; 34- Depart; 35- Green _____ is 
the place to be; 37- AT&T rival; 38- Bro's counterpart; 41- So far; 42- With undiminished 
force; 47- Without pattern; 49- Op. ___; 51- Gannet; 52- District in Tokyo; 53- Land map; 
54- Gap; 55- Commedia dell'___; 56- Nothing more than; 57- Stepped; 58- sta's mistress; 
59- Monogram ltr.; 60- Gospel singer Winans; 63- 100 square meters; 

Pa e 1 of 1BestCrosswords.com - Puzzle #1 for April 2, 2012

4/3/2012htt ://www.bestcrosswords.com/bestcrosswords/ rintable/Home, rintable.sdirect?formids=l...

Crossword Puzzle Across

1- Scarf; 5- Skin openings; 10- An apple ___...; 14- Buck

follower; 15- ___ Gay; 16- Emperor of Rome 54-68; 17-

Miss; 18- 1961 Heston role; 19- Start of a counting

rhyme; 20- Expressive of love; 22- Cleansing prepara-

tion; 24- Frozen Wasser; 25- Israeli submachine gun; 26-

Clear as ___; 29- Hair goo; 32- Small hand drum; 36-

Subterfuge; 37- Sullenly ill-humored; 39- Former nuclear

agcy.; 40- Like afterschool activities; 43- Digit of the foot;

44- Alarms; 45- Actress Campbell; 46- Abrasive mineral;

48- HST’s successor; 49- Feels for; 50- DDE opponent;

52- Tomcat; 53- Specter; 57- Of great size; 61- Noble-

man; 62- Get to know; 64- Accent; 65- Choir member; 66-

___ con pollo; 67- Slang expert Partridge; 68- Abound;

69- ___ lift?; 70- Go out with; 

Down

1- Room in a casa; 2- Composer Khachaturian; 3- Slam-

min’ Sammy; 4- He owns the place where backpackers

crash in Europe?; 5- Nobles; 6- Just; 7- Fabled bird; 8-

Some Ivy Leaguers; 9- Hindu ascetic; 10- Hemoglobin

deficiency; 11- Abstruse; 12- Cartoonist Peter; 13- Spool-

like toy; 21- Black gold; 23- Early Mexican; 26- Aggregate

of qualities that make good character; 27- Full-bosomed;

28- First name in cosmetics; 29- Melon, e.g.; 30- Made a

mistake; 31- TV producer Michaels; 33- Farm machine;

34- Depart; 35- Green _____ is the place to be; 37- AT&T

rival; 38- Bro’s counterpart; 41- So far; 42- With undimin-

ished force; 47- Without pattern; 49- Op. ___; 51- Gan-

net; 52- District in Tokyo; 53- Land map; 54- Gap; 55-

Commedia dell’___; 56- Nothing more than; 57- Stepped;

58- Asta’s mistress; 59- Monogram ltr.; 60- Gospel singer

Winans; 63- 100 square meters;

fOCus On
The fAmiLY

with Jim Daly & Juli slattery
Dr. Juli SlatteryJim Daly

Adoption a deeply rewarding

choice for many parents
QUESTION: My wife and I

have a 2-year-old of our

own, but now we’re consid-

ering adopting another child.

Frankly, we can’t decide if

we should pursue it or if we’re

simply setting ourselves up

for a lot of stress and

heartache.

Jim: Adoption is a major

undertaking, and there are

many things to consider, as

you well know. But with

planning and a lot of  prayer,

it can be a beautiful thing.

Dr. Debi Grebenik is a li-

censed social worker and

the executive director of  a

foster care and adoption

agency. Her years in the

field have led her to identify

several traits of  successful

adoptive families.

First, according to Dr.

Grebenik, the adoption jour-

ney begins with a commit-

ment for life. In many ways,

adoption is similar to mar-

riage — it calls for love and

understanding in sickness

and in health, for richer or

poorer. There will be unfore-

seen detours, mountaintop

experiences and challenges

along the way. But adoptive

parents who begin the

process with this rock-solid

commitment are more likely

to see it through.

In addition, adoptive par-

ents, just like all parents,

must be prepared to love

their child unconditionally.

You probably already know

that some kids have deep

emotional wounds after

spending years in foster

care. They may display ma-

nipulation, defiance, aggres-

sion, depression and other

challenging behaviors. A

parent’s unconditional love

may be the only lifeline they

have as they emerge from

an unstable environment

and learn what it means to

be part of  a permanent, sta-

ble family for the first time

in their lives.

There are difficulties as-

sociated with adoption, but

they are not insurmount-

able. And the blessings and

rewards far outweigh the

challenges for those who are

willing to take the plunge.

For more resources on this

issue, visit www.icare-

aboutorphans.org or

www.focusonthefamily.com.

QUESTION: I am a single
mother, and due to the
economy, I am really strug-
gling to make ends meet.

Should I move back in with

my parents until things get

better?

Juli: Your question is be-

coming more and more com-

mon as many single parents

face the realities of  a tough

economy and the unceasing

demands of  raising children

by yourself. Unfortunately,

there is no one-size-fits-all

answer. There are, however,

some principles to consider

that might help you make

your decision.

It can be a true blessing

for everyone when genera-

tions of  a family live to-

gether. In many parts of  the

world, this is the norm. It

can provide a wonderfully

rich environment for chil-

dren to grow up knowing

their grandparents and hav-

ing empathy for the older

generation. It also gives

grandparents a wonderful

outlet to love and invest in

their grandkids, as retire-

ment often allows for more

time. And it would give you,

as a busy mom, another set

of  arms to help with cook-

ing, homework and loving.

There are, however, some

potential problems that you

want to investigate before

making the decision to

move in with your parents.

Many of  these relate to

boundaries and expecta-

tions. For example, how

much would your parents

like you to contribute finan-

cially? What expectations do

they have regarding keep-

ing the house clean, bed-

times and whether or not

they are full-time babysit-

ters for your kids? To what

extent do they have the au-

thority to discipline your

children? What if  they dis-

agree with your parenting

style? What if  they don’t ap-

prove of  other choices you

make for your family? How

will you resolve these con-

flicts?

However stressful these

conversations may be to ini-

tiate, they are absolutely es-

sential to confirming

whether or not moving in

with your parents is a good

idea. Do the work up front to

avoid creating a situation

that could eventually end up

destroying your relation-

ship with your parents.

Copyright 2011 Focus on the

Family, Colorado Springs,

CO 80995

STUDENT NEWS

Week of March 23-28

Week of April 2-6

COMMENTS:
“I’d like to thank all of
my friends, family,
teachers, and commu-
nity members for help-
ing me to succeed and
for pushing me to be
the best that I can be.
I’d also like to thank
Boyne City High School
for giving me the best
senior year possible. Go
Ramblers!”

PARENTS: 
Nick and Julie Redman
GRADE: 12

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Varsity Basketball
Football
Track
Pride Team
Camp Daggett Counselor
HOBBIES AND INTERESTS:
Sports
Hanging out with friends

FUTURE PLANS/GOALS:
-Playing basketball for Lawrence Tech-
nological University next year. Study-
ing Business Management

Jay Redman

“Jay is an outstanding person to highlight in hopes that underclass-
men strive to rise to his level.” (Mr. Calcaterra, Visual Imaging Teacher)

“I have enjoyed having Jay in class.  He is a positive, conscientious
student who does an excellent job of balancing his academic ex-
pectations with healthy doses of extra curricular and social activ-
ities.” (Ms. Heath, English Teacher)

“Jay is a good role model for students. He makes good decisions
and is a great leader.” (Mrs. Parker, Accounting Teacher)

STAFF COMMENTS

COMMENTS:
“Want to thank the

community for all of
their support this year
during sporting events,
really helps us players
out during competi-
tion.” FANS THANK YOU

DAVE Says
Dave Ramsey
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In the Rough, Professionally Painted 
or Completely Restored

06176 Old U.S. 31 South, Charlevoix, MI 49720

E-Mail: donkellyantiques@yahoo.com

FURNITURE BARN
(231) 547-0133 • Cell (231) 881-0353

Web: dkellyantiques.com

CUSTOM & ANTIQUE
FURNITURE

By Jim Akans

Established in their present location

in Downtown Mio approximately eight

years ago, Strawberry Patch ReSale-

Consignment store offers area residents

an excellent opportunity to sell their

quality used items, and purchase a wide

variety of  clothing and household

goods at very reasonable prices.  The

shop, which was founded by Sharon

Gardulski, Pastor of  the Freedom Wor-

ship Center, is operated by a dedicated

group of  thirteen volunteer from the

Mio area.

“We have many different types of

items in the store,” states Gardulski.

“That includes furniture, appliances

and other household items, and we have

a lot of  new and used clothing, includ-

ing coats in men’s, women’s and chil-

dren’s sizes, as well as several items

that would make excellent Christmas

gifts.”

The inventory at Strawberry Patch

ReSale-Consignment is brought in by

local individuals who receive 40-percent

of  the amount those items sell for.

Strawberry Patch takes care of  the tag-

ging and marketing of  those items, and

after a 60 day period, unsold clothing is

sent to an Amish warehouse facility

that distributes that clothing to people

in need all over the world.

“Our location is a great resource for

Strawberry Patch ReSale-Consignment helps
Mio area residents buy and sell quality goods

Strawberry Patch ReSale-Consignment store offers area residents an excellent
opportunity to sell their quality used items, and purchase a wide variety of
clothing and household goods at very reasonable prices.  

PhoTo CouRTESy of ToNi MiLLER

Once a year the Charlevoix County

Board of  Commissioners meet with

the County Planning Commission to

share ideas and review items of  in-

terest. 

Planning Director, Larry Sullivan

reviewed a 14-page report of  activi-

ties from 2011 with both boards. The

report highlighted items including a

Capital Improvement Plan, the Recre-

ation Plan, a Land Use Plan, Eco-

nomic Development Plan, Solid

Waste Plan and administrative items.

Chairman of  the Planning Com-

mission, Denny Jason, said, “It is im-

portant for us to meet with County

Commissioners to find out what you

want us to focus on this year.”

Jason went on to say, “Our top pri-

ority in the upcoming weeks is to fi-

nalize a plan of  capital

improvements to recommend to the

board of  commissioners.” The capi-

tal improvements plan should be

completed by mid-May. Other top pri-

orities for the planning commission

are completing the Recreation Plan

and the Land Use Plan.

Jason asked the County Commis-

sioners for input on what they would

like to see from the Planning Com-

mission.

County Commissioner, Chris

Christensen said, “I would like to re-

shape the Planning Commission. I

would like to see them be pro-active

instead of  reactive. In 2011, we spent

2.5 million dollars with no plan in

place…2.5 Million dollars! If  we had a

model in place we could plan for

these expenses.”

County Commissioner, Shirlene

Tripp said, “At the Michigan Associa-

tion of  Counties conference they told

us that our lakes are our biggest

asset. We should do everything we

can to protect out lakes.”

County Commissioner, Ron Rein-

hardt said, “Farming is the second

largest industry in our state. We

should do what we can to develop this

industry.”

County Commissioner, Joel Evans

said, “I would like to see our county

help small growers to build and pro-

mote local farm markets.”

Planning Commission member,

Tom Wieland said, “I like what is

happening in Ellsworth. Area grow-

ers have a local garden to use at

Ellsworth school lunch.”

Planning Commission member,

Nancy Ferguson informed the group

that the Front Porch Café uses many

locally grown products at their

restaurant. Another local example is

the county jail owns a garden plot

that is tended by inmates and the veg-

etables are used at the jail.

County Commissioner, Rich Gille-

spie said, “We need to protect our

large land parcels for farmers. In too

many communities these large farm-

ing parcels have been sold and

parceled for housing developments.

Once that happens, they can not be

returned to large farm use.” 

County Commission Chair, Joel

Evans commented, “We commend the

Planning Commission for their ef-

forts in 2011. They have a full plate of

activities and we look forward to

working together to plan growth in

the county in the future.”

County Board Meets with Planning Commission

people in the Mio area,” observes

Gardulski.  “Major shopping areas,

such as Gaylord, Alpena and West

Branch, are all an hour or more

drive away.  So this is a convenient,

local spot where people can make

some extra money selling items,

and shop for a wide assortment of

clothing and household items.”

The Strawberry Patch ReSale-

Consignment Shop is located in

Downtown Mio next to the Rite Aid

store. The facility is open Monday

through Saturday from 10 am until

6 pm.  For additional information,

please call (989) 826-1503.

Planning Director, Larry Sullivan reviewed a 14-page report of activities from
2011 with the Planning Commission and County Board of Commissioners.

B. J. Conley

The plan for the renova-

tion of  the terminal at

Charlevoix Municipal Air-

port remains the same, but

the federal aid for the proj-

ect has an increase in

costs. 

The Federal Aviation Ad-

ministration changed its

funding from $95,000 to

$90,000, meaning the city

and the Michigan Depart-

ment of  Transportation

will need to increase its

portion by.

The terminal building is

located on the south side of

the airport off  U.S. 31. The

terminal building includes

public waiting areas, pilot’s

lounge, bathrooms and ad-

ministrative offices. The air-

port manager is Matt Bailey.

The municipal airport

currently has two charter

based operators at the air-

port, Island Airways and

Fresh Air Aviation. Both

companies offer flights to

and from Beaver Island.

Charlevoix airport
funding change

Farm Service Agency

Michigan Executive Direc-

tor Christine White today

reminded landowners,

farmers and ranchers in

Michigan that the opportu-

nity to enroll in the Con-

servation Reserve Program

(CRP) general sign-up 43

ends on Friday, April 6.

Producers who want to

offer eligible land for

CRP’s competitive general

sign-up may enroll at the

Farm Service Agency

(FSA) county office where

their farm records are

maintained.

“I strongly encourage all

interested producers to

contact the county office

before the April 6 end of

CRP signup deadline,” said

White “Any offer that is

not submitted by this April

6 deadline will not be con-

sidered for acceptance dur-

ing the 43rd signup for

CRP.”

CRP is a voluntary pro-

gram that assists farmers,

ranchers and other agri-

cultural producers to pro-

tect their environmentally

sensitive land. Producers

enrolling eligible land in

CRP plant long-term, re-

source-conserving covers

in exchange for rental pay-

ments, cost-share and tech-

nical assistance.

Producers are also encour-

aged to look into CRP’s

other enrollment opportu-

nities offered on a continu-

ous, non-competitive,

signup basis. 

“So far, the 43rd signup

for CRP has been very suc-

cessful and we anticipate

landowner interest in the

program to continue

throughout the signup pe-

riod,” said White. “I can’t

stress enough the need to

act now rather than wait

until the deadline date so

that our staff  can provide

the much-deserved individ-

ual attention to all produc-

ers interested in the CRP

program.”

Michigan currently has

222,100 acres enrolled in

CRP.  On Sept. 30, 2012,

18,000 CRP contract acres

expire in the state.  Produc-

ers may choose to re-enroll

their land or sign up for

new acres that qualify for

the program.  Contracts

range from 10-15 years.

The competitive selection

is based on factors such as

land that erodes easily or

where habitat for rare or

game wildlife can be as-

sured.

Producers are encour-

aged to contact their local

FSA service center or visit

FSA’s website at

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/c

rp for additional informa-

tion regarding CRP.

USDA is an equal oppor-

tunity provider and em-

ployer. To file a complaint

of  discrimination, write to

USDA, Assistant Secretary

for Civil Rights, Office of

the Assistant Secretary for

Civil Rights, 1400 Inde-

pendence Avenue, S.W.,

Stop 9410, Washington, DC

20250-9410, or call toll-free

at (866) 632-9992 (English)

or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or

(866) 377-8642 (English Fed-

eral-relay) or (800) 845-6136

(Spanish Federal-relay).

Michigan FSA Reminds
Producers of Approaching Dead-

line for CRP General Sign-up

Charlevoix Municipal airport CouRTESy PhoTo
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Kindergarten Round-up

Please take this opportunity to have your child

individually tested and meet with the teacher.

Young 5’s class also available!

Call for an appointment 231.582.0194

Community Open House

April 19

 9 - 12:00 & 1:00 - 3:00 PM

Come see what Concord has to offer

you and your child, and why people say ...

“You can feel the difference when you walk in the door!”

April 26

 7:00 - 8:00 PM

“Come feel the difference!”
! SMALL CLASS SIZE ! ACADEMIC  EXCELLENCE !  EMPHASIS ON FINE ARTS

Concord Academy Boyne
00401 E. Dietz Road

Boyne City, MI 49712
www.concordacademyboyne.org

A public, tuition free charter school

Academic Achievements
 

Concord Academy Boyne consistently scores at or 
above state averages in most testing areas.
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Academic Achievements

Concord Academy Boyne consistently scores at or 
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530 MAPLE STREET
EAST JORDAN, MI

OPEN MONDAY–SATURDAY 8AM – 9PM, SUNDAY 8AM – 8PMMI-WIC
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on any purchase
over $20.00*

By Jim Akans

Easter is one of  the most

reverent of  Christian holi-

days. A celebration of  the

resurrection of  Christ, it

is also a day that has be-

come steeped in traditions

of  colorful eggs, baskets

brimming with treats, fan-

ciful bonnets and of

course, the bounding,

goodies-bearing bunny

that literally brings vi-

sions of  sugar plums to

children’s imaginations

each Easter morning.  

How did these seem-

ingly unrelated traditions

become such an ingrained

part of  the Easter celebra-

tion?

The egg has long served

as a symbol of  fertility

and rebirth.  Long before

Jesus walked the earth,

ancient Greeks, Chinese

and Egyptians would dye

eggs to symbolize the re-

birth of  the spring season

after the starkness of  win-

ter.  Early Christians

adopted this practice of

using dyed eggs to symbol-

ize the resurrection of

Christ, and in transform-

ing the ancient Pagan holi-

day of  Eastre into the

observance of  Easter, the

decorated egg became a

part of  the celebration.

In Medieval Europe the

consumption of  eggs was

strictly forbidden during

Lent, so they were often

boiled in order to preserve

them until they could be-

come a staple of  the

Easter meal.  In early Eng-

land and Germany, the

practice of  rolling these

hard-boiled eggs down a

hill was established as an

Easter morning game for

children and was said to

symbolize the rolling away

of  the rock from Jesus

tomb.  The practice was

brought to the United

States in the early 19th

century, and a short time

later Dolly Madison, wife

of  President James Madi-

son, started the tradition

of  holding an “egg roll”

for children on the White

House lawn, which contin-

ues to this day.

Also a timeless symbol

of  fertility, the “Easter

Hare” seems to have origi-

nated in Germany, where

this fabled bunny would

lay eggs (rabbits must

have been quite different

back then) on Easter

morning for children to

find.  This tradition emi-

grated to America as part

of  the German culture, be-

coming a popular part of

the Easter celebration

shortly after the Civil War.

Placing Easter eggs into

“one basket,” along with

many other treats, is a

custom that has evolved

from the early Christian

practice of  bringing large

baskets of  food to church

to be blessed by priests

after the Lenten fasting

period.  The “grass” at the

bottom of  those baskets

heralds from a Dutch tra-

dition where children

would place eggs on

Easter Sunday in “nests”

of  colored grass, which ac-

tually was grass in earlier

times.

Since the 16th century,

donning a new set of

clothes has been a part of

the English Easter cele-

bration.  The idea of  an

Easter bonnet was popu-

larized the legendary

songsmith, Irving Berlin

in his 1933 hit song; Easter

Parade.  Soon, “all hat’s

were on” during the

Easter Holiday, and

women and girls would

put on wide brimmed, lav-

ishly decorated bonnets to

celebrate the joy of  Easter

season.  The Easter bon-

net, however, is a tradition

that is slowly fading as so-

ciety becomes increas-

ingly casual about such

fanciful things.

Let’s not forget the

Easter lily.  Said to sym-

bolize the purity, inno-

cence and virtue of  the

Virgin Mary, the lily has

been called the “white-

robed apostles of  hope,”

and were reportedly

found growing in the

Garden of  Gethsemane

after Christ’s crucifix-

ion.  Churches have tra-

ditionally surround

altars and crosses with

Easter lilies to commem-

orate the resurrection of

Jesus.  This beautiful,

bright, trumpet-shaped

white flower is a re-

minder that above all,

here Comes Peter Cottontail
EASTER FUN FACTS

Why are bunnies, baskets, bonnets and eggs part of the Easter celebration?

A celebration of the resurrection of Christ, Easter is also a
day that has become steeped in traditions of colorful eggs,
baskets brimming with treats, fanciful bonnets and of
course, the bounding, goodies-bearing bunny that literally
brings visions of sugar plums to children’s imaginations
each Easter morning.

the celebration of  Easter is

about rebirth of  life and

spirit.

“Easter morn with lilies

fair fills the church with

perfumes rare, 

as their clouds of  incense

rise sweetest offerings to

the skies. 

Stately lilies pure and

white flooding darkness

with their light, 

bloom and sorrow drifts

away on this holy hallow’d

day. 

Easter Lilies bending low

in the golden afterglow, 

bear a message from the

sod to the heavenly towers

of  God.” 

-Louise Lewin Matthews

PhoTo By JiM AKANS

���������������
�������	
������������

�	�����
������
���������

������	����
�������������


���

�������
�����������

� ���#�����
�������	���	����������

��
 "������� $��#������ � �$���� #!��� � ���"�#$�
� "��$��#�$���! '�"� � �� ��%�$ �#��&�$� ��$ ��&�"(
 ���$��$������&�$���

�������������������������������	��������	��

�� ��
����� ������ By Jim Akans

This coming Sunday, April

8th, is Easter.  In 2011, Easter

Sunday fell on April 24th, on

April 4th in 2010, and it will

occur on March 31st in 2013.

So why does Easter Sunday

vary by as much as a month

over the course of  a few

years while holidays such as

Christmas, Valentines Day

and Veterans Day remain

the same every year, and

Thanksgiving, Father’s Day,

Mother’s Day, Memorial Day

and Labor Day usually fall

within the same week each

year?

Turns out, the date of

Easter Sunday is calculated

to occur on the first Sunday

following or on the first full

moon of  spring, a season

ushered in by the vernal

equinox.  This “moveable”

date of  Easter was estab-

lished back in the 4th Cen-

tury by the First Council of

Nicaea; a council of  Chris-

tian bishops convened by

Roman Emperor Constan-

tine.   The logic was that

Jesus was crucified just be-

fore the Jewish Passover,

and that holiday occurs on

the 14th or 15th day of  the

first month of  spring.  Back

in those days, Jewish

months started when the

moon was new, so being

about two weeks later,

Passover would coincide

with the first full moon of

spring.  So that seemed like

the proper time to set for

Easter Sunday.

There it is; the date of

Easter is tied to the cycle of

the moon.  A simple look at

the calendar, however, is a

much simpler way to keep

track of  the ever-changing

date of  the celebration of

Easter Sunday with each

new year.

Why does the
date of Easter

Sunday change
each year?


